{12 Ocroper, 1915.]

Tegislative Hssembly,
Tuesday, 12th QOctober, 1915.

PigE
Papers presented . 1539
Questions : Boxthorn destruction .., v 1539
Acounal Estimates, votes and itema discussed ... 1539

The DEPUTY SPEAKER took the
Chair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Premier: 1, Report by the
Commissioner of Raiways on the Work-
g ol tile Government railways and
iramwaye for the vear ended 30ilt June,
1915, 2, Position of the Trading Ae-
counts, report by Auditor General. 3,
Publie {.ibrary, Museum, and Art Gal-
lery, report of trustees for year ended
30t June, 19135,

By the Minister for Lands: North Fre-
mantle Abatteoirs, audit of accounts.

By the DMinister for Works: 1,
By-laws of ihe Municipality of Leonora.
2, By-laws of the Cotfesloe Beach Road
Board.

By ithe Honorary Minister: 1, Stale
Mitk Supply, balance sheet and profit and
loss necount for the year ended 30th
June, 1915, 2, State Children’s Depart-
ment, report for year ended 30th June.
1915.

QUESTION — BUOXTHORN
TRUCTION.

Mr. HEITMANN asked the Minister,
for Lands: 1, Is he aware that officers of
the Agricultural Department are actively
enzaged in servinyg nolices upon owners
of land in and arvound Geraldten io des-
troy all boxthorn bushes? 2. Is it the
intention of the department to take ac-
tion in regard to Governmeni reserves,
sowe of which in the distriel are overrun
with boxthorn?

The MINISTER POR LANDS re-
plied: 1 and 2, The matter is under con-
sideration, and the owners of private
land infested with the boxthorn will not
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be unduly harassed until the Government
are in a pesition to deal with the re-
serves.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1915-18.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the Tth October, Mr.
MeDowall in the Chair.

Lands Department (Hon, W. D. John-
son, Minister):
Vote—Lands and Surveys, £50.976:

Item, Extra Clerical Assistance, over-
time, messengers, caretakers, cleaners,
special allowanees, temporary drafismen,
ete,, incluoding provision for payment to
ofticers who may bhe appointed to per-
manent positions, und who when ap-
pointed, may be paid from ithis Vote if
provision is not made elsewhere, £2,700:

Mr, ROBINSON: The items 1 take ex-
ception 1o in this partienlar instanee are
the exira elerical assistance, overtime, and
temporary draftsmen, It is difficull, of
course, for a private member nol having
an intunale knowledge of the Lands De-
pariment to say how much should be cut
out of this vote, bui in view of the state-
ment of the Minister aboul the lessening
of ithe work of the department, I cannot
se¢c why there should be provision for
extra clerical assistance and overtime.
Every hon, member would be only foo
delighted to pay overtime if overtime were
warranted in connection with the sale of
our land. Then why should there be iem-
peorary draftsmen if the lands are nol
being sold? I think these ilems are un-
necessary, | am in no way hostile to the
Estimates and T do not want to ent themn
down for the sake of cutting them down.
I only want the item to he disenssed and
therefore T move an amendment—

That the ilem be reduced by £700.

Mr., WILEMOTT:; When we find 17
inspectors, country officers, have been
put off, and when we find thai a large
number of other officers are not required,
it seems strange thai such a big paymeni
should be needed for extra clerical assist-
ance and overlime, The services of the
men in the metropolitan area in the head
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office, it appears, must be retained at any
cost. By dispensing with the men in the
country we should be able, then, to dis-
pense with ithe services of double the
number of men who are supposed to be
required to deal with their reports when
they reach the City.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
impossible to state the exset amount
necessary to meet requiremenis. This is
a lump sum to meet emergencies. 1f an
essentinl officer becomes sick——

Mr. Robinson: I thonght you had a
larze number of men there.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: A
large number who were regarded as sur-
plus officers have been distributed amongst
other departmenis. The Lands Depart-
ment is going through a reorganising pro-
cess.

Mr. Heitmann: Not before it is re-
quired.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
difficult to judge where we will land when
the staff is being so altered. Many officers
have becn lent tu other departmenis, but
their items nust remain on the Lands
Estimates. Tf an officer falls sick, we
cannot take his salary and use it to pay
an assistant, Such assistanee would he
paid for from this ilem. Tt is possible
that through sickness, say, in the account-
ant’s braneh where special work has to be
done, applicaiion might he made for the
staff to work overtime to eatech up ar-
rears. Members' often eall for returns
which entail considerable work and ocea-
sionally overtime work i1s nccessary in
prepare them. At present there is no
chance of temporary draftsmen being em-
ployed. In my opinion there are more
draftsmen than are necessary., and much
work now done by hand could be more
economically done by machinery, I have
appointed a hoard to inquire and report
as to whether the staff of draftsmen can-
not be cut down, and T am hopefu] that
considerable economy will be effected in
the drafting room., Still there might be
an epidemic nmongst the men, necessitat-
ing the absence of several, and temporary
assistance would then be required. If
this does not happen, the money will not
bhe expended,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Robinson: Would not £2,000 he
ample?

The MINISTER IFOR LANDS: That
sum might not be sufficient and an excess
would be necessary. This is objectionable
and g0 we have provided sufficient to cover
probable expenditure. 1 have a return
showing that the expenditure From this
vote for the first quarter of the present
financial year has been £600. That would
mean £2,400 for the year.

Mr. Robinson: Then you can easily
keep it within £2,000 for the wear.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: |
also asked for the items of expenditure
and T believe there are opportunities for
economy, but while we might eeonomise
on some items, something unforeseen
arise and overbalance that economy.

Hon. Frank Wilson:
tails.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
are 32 messengers and temporary junior
clertks. This seems an enormous number
but the majorily are juniors studying
for the public service examination. Seme
have passed the preliminary examination
and are preparing for the examination
lo qualify for vacant positions. Almost
every week men are leaving the depart-
ment to go on aefive serviee, and that
makes room for the juniors. From the
Lands Department between 30 and 40
officers have enlisted, ard their positions
have been filled from within the serviee.
In sonle cases juniors are carrying on
pending their passing the qualifying ex-
amination.

Mr. Robinson: Was it necessary to fill
their positions at all?

Give us the de-

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
It was essential o fill many of
them. The point is we have mnot

gone outside the service to fll those
vacancies, Three temporary typists ave
employed but, with the falling off of
work, T think economy can be effected in
the correspondence branch. I am assured
that this branch is particularly busy, and
rannot manage with fewer hands nt
present. There are two*junior draftsmen
who are partly qualified by examination
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for permanent appointments. These should
be encouraged. Eeonomies should bhe
made not samongst those partially quali-
fied, but amongst those who are fully
qualified and can do other work. The
payment for the cleaning of land olfices
in the country distriets comes out of Lhis
item. These amounis make up the ex-
penditure and [ advise the Commiltee not
to reduce the amount.

My, JAMES GARDINER: When we
provide an item, the danger is that heads
of departments will see 11 is exhausted.
We are doing the Minister a good turn
by urging a reduction of this ilem. It
must be apparent that there is an im-
mense number of hands in the depariment
and when we consider the provision al-
ready made for dralismen, there is no
necessity to employ extru draftsmen.

Hon, FRANK WILSOXN: The Yinis-
ter has rried to explain the item but he
has not given the particulars. The re-
marks of the Minister seemed to indicate
that this department encourages a num-
bher of youths and pavs them in order
that they might some day qualify as
Junior clerks, not that they are now re-
quired. [f there is not emplovment for
these juniors they ought not to be em-
ployed. I am noi convinced from the ex-
planation of the Minister that this ex-
penditure iz required. Tt might be eut
down still further than that proposed.
If there is a vule on the Fstimates the
head of the department will ineur ex-
penditure under that item without com-
ing to the Minisier. But, if there is no
vote he must come to the Minister for
an exeess.

Mr. THOMSON: T support the reduc-
tien of thig item. When economies have
to be exercised it seems that the eountry
s picked out. The country inspectors
have been ent down and these officers
have served a great number of years in
the public service. The eronomies in the
Lands Department have heen effected at
the expense of the field officers.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
at a loss to understand why the reduction
was so strenuously advocated, but I see
what is troubling members. They do not
object to some economies but to others,
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and the member for Katanning has
backed up the statement of the member
for Nelson in autlacking this item besause
the economies have been effected in dis-
pensing with the services of certain in-
speclors. The Minister has done what is
necessary in doing away with the dupli-
cation of the inspection of the lands. Tt
is all very well for members io say they
are out for economy, I do not inlend to
divide the Commitlee on this amendment
hecanse T do nol know what is wanted.
If we have a lot of luek we shall not
spend this money. 1f the item is re-
duced by £700 it may be necessary to ex-
cess if. Berause members are cutting
down the item by £700 they are not
eftecting economy. This is purely an es-
timate and not o penny will he expended
if it is not necessary.

Mr. GEORGE: The Minister has praec-
tically told us that whatever is done he
has the power to excess and from that
the Commiitee may understand that if
the vote is left as it is and the Y inister
thinks that further expenditure is neces-
sary he has the power to excess the vaie,
What on earth is the use of the Esti-
mates being placed before the House and
diseussing them if that is the cased We
are supposed {o have Conslitutional Gov-
ernment and the power of the purse but
evidently we have not got it and the
sooner members and the country know
that the better.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes . .. .. 23
Noes .. .. R
Majority for .. 6
Avgs,
Mr. Allen Mr. Mupsle
Mr. Conuolly Mr. Piegse
Mr, Cunningham l Mer. Roblnson
Mr. Jas. Gardiner Mr. Smith
Mr. George Mr, Taylor
Mr. Gilebrist . Mr. Thomson
Mr. Grifiiths Mr. Vervard
Mr. Hardwlek Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Harrlson Mr. Willmott
br. Johnaton Mr, F. Wllsen
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Male

Mr. Mitchell [ Trilary.
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Nogs.

Mr. Apgwlp Mr. Mullany
Mr. Carpenier Mr. O'Loghlen
Mr. Cheszon I Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Colller : Mr. B. J. Stubbs
Mr. Foley Mr. Thomas
Mr. Green I. Mr. Underwood
Mr. Heftmann Mr. Walker
Mr. Hudson ) Mr. Bolton
Mr. Johnson Teller).

Ametdwent thus passed,
Item—Record clerks (10), £1,605.
Mr. JAMES GARDINER: This ifem
" shows an inerease of £166. On page 51
-of the Estimates there is a further item
- for records of £93. Will the Minister
explain ¥

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
item before the Committee shows an in-
erease, but the other item which has heen
referred to is for an officer loaned to
another department.  Referring fo the
present item, I have to explain that last
year one officer was absent for 11 months
and another for portion of the year, If
officers are absent for their own con-
venience, their salaries are stopped. The
increase shown allows for the payment of
the full salaries if the whole of the offi-
cers are employed for the whole of the
year.

Ttem — Correspondence elerks (14},

£2,690,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: T observe
that this item has increased by £326,
while one man less is employed. In addi-
tion, £891 is provided for transferred
officers. I move an amendmeni—

That the ilem he reduced by £326.

Mr. ROBINSON: Is it necessary for
the proper conduct of the department
that there should be 14 officers in the
correspondence hranch, in addition to the
temporary staff employed? These, 1 pre-
sume, are typists; and there must be n
number of officers who write their own
letiers,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tiw
permanent head assares me that the cor-
respondence branch is fully ocenpied.
Last year one officer was away for seven
months, another for nine months, and
another for 24 months. TIf all the officers
are employed for the whole year, ihe in-

[ASSEMBLY.}

creased amount of this item will be re-
quired. Hon. members desiring redue-
tions should 1ackle one particular man
and strike out his salary. If this amend-
ment is carried, it amwounls to asking me
to pick out one officer and say to him,
“Your salary has been struck oui; you
will have to go.”

Hon, J. D. Connolly: Are you not in
a position to say he shall go?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
If the permanent head considers that
there are too many employees in any
particular braneh, then that is reported
to the Public Service Commissioner, who
has to investigale and decide which man
shall go.  The Minister has no power
to select the officer to be retired, unless
an office is in the opinion of the Govern-
ment unneeessary.

Mr. James Gardiner: Have nol you
power to say whether or not the salaries
shall be inerensed?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes;
but, as T have already explained, four
officers were away for part of the last
financial year,

Mr. James Gardiner: Tloes not that
suggest that their services are nol re-
quired?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Whal
class of reasoning are we coming to?
Suppose that next year four officers ow-
ing to some cause or olher take leave of
ahsence, the expenditure under this item
will not increase by £326. The permanent
head assures me that not only are the
permaneni offieers required, but that the
temporary assistants at present employed
are also required. One must be guided
by the permanent head, If hon. mem-
bers atiack this item, they will be attack-
ing a permanent man.

Mr. O’Lozhlen: They should have come
at the under secretaries,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
members are attacking clerks on smwall
salaries while passing by the more highly
paid officers. Because a number of offi-
cers are grouped the hon. member tackles
them, but he leaves alone the highly sar-
aried officers.

My, James Gardiner: That is not fair.
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The MINISTER FOR LANDS: It is
exactly the position. 1f you reduce the
item we have either to abolish a perm-
spent ofliver or reduce the salaries fixed
by the public serviee classification.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Appar-
entty the Committee have no contro}
over expendilure; neither have the Gov-
ernmenf. The Public Serviee Commis-
sioner is lhe man who controls it.

Hon. R. lI. Underwood {Hounorary
Minister) : Have a scleet commiltee to
inquire into it.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: There is no
evading the fact that we have one oflicer
less this year, and £326 additional pro-
vision. The argument that the work of
the office has increased is not juslified
by any inerease in men.

The Premier: To get what you are
after vou sghould reduce, not (he itent.
but (he number of officers.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: L am still
siving vou more monev to pay  Lewer
ofticers with. You usk us to believe that
the department is under-manneid.

The Minisier for Tands: No.

Mr., JAMES GARDINER: That i«
what you are showing, I say it is over-
manned. I am going to challenge every
item.

The PREMIER: This is nol a matter
affecting ihe Lands Department  exeln-
sively. It affeets a prineiple ronning
through all the departments. The hon.
member says the Tands Tepariment is
over-staffed. I do not think he shounld
know better than the under secretary.

Mr. James Gardiner: I have had ex-
perience of under secretaries.

The PREMIER: I think the Commit-
tee will not be prepared to follow the
hon, member. If they do, the first thing
required is to repeal the Public Service
Act, and place all publie servants in the
hands of the Government, and throagh
them, of Parliamweni, The work has con-
siderably increased in many directions,
notwithstanding which the hon. member
wishes to reduce the number of clerks.
The Minisler must rely on the permanent
hand in regard to the over-manning or
under-manning of the staff. In some of
tha correspondence departments, we have
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been working the etaffs overtime and nof
paying them for it. During last year we
did not expend the total mnovunt voted.
under any one of a number of different
items, but in many cases we expended the
equivalent in extra elerieal assistance to
take the places of permanent officers away
from the offices, There is a possibility
that during this year other permanent
hands will be leaving the departments.
hut we cannot. in anticipation of that,
strike out their items. If they go, tem-
porary assistanee will have to be called in
Lo fill their places, just as happened last
vear. The item under disecussion sug-
wests that not all that was voted last year
wag expended: but jt was expended in
temporary clevical assistance. wlieh is
not churged against this item. 1f we re-
fam the same permanent staff thronghout
the year, the vote will be expended ex-
actly as provided,

Hon. J. D, ¢onnolly: You have in-
ereased the vole by £320.

The PREMIER : No; it is only an ap-
parent increase, as the hon. member will
see if he examines it. Hon. members
are asking us to do in tius braneh what
lias not been done in other branches,

Mr. Willmott: No other men have in-
ereases,

The PREMIER: They bhave. Every
man gelling less (han £156 bas an in-
crease provided for him., It may not be
paid, but it is only a malter of good con-
duct. Right through the Estimates, the
autumatie inereases are provided up to
£15G. Even if permanent officers should
go away, their work will have to be at-
tended to by others, If the hon. member
does as proposed he will bring chaos tnilo
the service.

The MINISTER FOR TLANDS: The
hon. member savs that although there is
one officer fewer than last year, we are
paying more. 1f the hon. member thinks
the work ought to be done by, say, twelve
clerks, let him move {to strike out hwo.
The amount voted last year was not ex-
pended, beeause four officers were away.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: How did you fill
their places? ’

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: By
temporary clerical assistance. There was
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no payment for overtime last year. The
officers who rewained made up by over-
time for the men who went away on mili-
tary duty. We say we want fourteen
offieers and we say that they shall be paid
the standalﬁ wage. . If members do not
want to reduce. the slandard wage they
have to Jeduce tlle ‘number of clerks, At
‘the preseut timé mLmhers are nol indi-
cating anything to the Minister.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: 1 want the
force of what the Premier and the Minis-
ter for Lands has said this afternoon to
be felt throunghout the. country; that is
to say, that economies can only be exer-
cised under the snpervision or on the ad-
vice of the Public Serviee (Comumissioter.
That is the position the eivil service is in
to-day with regard to 1he permanent
staff. 1f that is so there is no good wast-
ing any further time. Ministers can en-
Joy what estravagances they like.

The Premier: That is unfair.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: If that is
the posilion then we have wasted our
fime; Ministers also are wasting their
time. Let nus hand the whole thing over
10 the Publie Service Commissioner
whether the service is under-imanned or
over-manned., T want the eountry fo get
the full force of that.

Mr. WILLMOTT : The Minister for
liands is irying to make out that we are
engineering to prevent the eivil servants
from receiving the exira remuncration lo
which they are eniitled,

The AMinister for lands: There is no
extra remuneration. Yon are preventing
me from paying a standard wage.

My, WILLMOTT : The Minisler is {ry-
iugz te make ont that we are endeavouring
to prevent these men from geiting £12 a
vear increase. Why did he not make this
explanation bhefore?

The Minister for Lands:

-y

1t.

T did 1nake

Mr. WILLMOTT: The Minister did
nol make it nntil afterwards, We were
nai trying to enf down wages, The ex-

pl.mauon that the men were away should
have been made in the first place.

The Premier: There is no objection to
Jhe cutting down of items as much as

(ASSEMBLY.]

members choose so long as members

know what they are doing.

Mr. WILLMOTT: I do not like the
asserlion that mumbers on this side of the
House are antagonistic to the automatie
increases for lhe smaller paid eivil ser-
vants. 1 am frying to point out where
the Minister for Lands was wrong in {ry-
ing to drag a red berring across ihe trail,
when there is a very clear explanalion
afforded by last year's Estimates,

The Premier: 1t is a pot shot.

Mr. WILLMOTT: The Minister should
have made his explanation earlier,

The Minister for Lands: Tt was ex-
plained in detail by myself,

Mr. ROBINSON : The Minister did
not answer the question [ put to him. 1
asked if it was necessary for ihe conduet
of his department to have these 14 shorl-
hand writers and three extra ones.

The Minister for Lands: I hiave olready
{old you that lhe under secretary says it
is necessary.

Mr. ROBINSON: In a later item we
sec fhat there is the sum of £6,500 pro-
vided for officers who have been loaned
by the Lands Department. I[ lasi vear,
when there was a full staff, 14 shorthand
writers were sufficient, why are 17 short-
hand writers required this year when
there s a smaller staff. I am opposed to
the item in the absence of a satisfactory
explanation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
permanent liead of the department las
told me that he requires 14 permanent
ofticers and in addition (hree temporary

officers, making a total of 17. Tlree
rmay not be required later and, being
temporary officers, they could he dis-

pensed with al any time; the 14 officers,
being permanent cmplovees, must he re-
ported to the 1Public Rerviece Commis-
sioner before they ean be disj-ensed with.

Mr. B. B. JOHNSTON: 1 hope the
House will not reduce the item. TDuring
lhe last few vears we have had one or
two correspendence clerks in charge of
the distriet survey offices, The Govern-
ment have done away with these offices,
have removed the correspondence clerks
and have, therefore, taken away {hese
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faciliiies from the people.  To-day, it
the |eople in the couniry want to deal
with the Lands Nepartment they have io
do it by correspondence. More eclerks
will now be wanied to do the work in
the head oflice than has been the ease in
the past.

My, GEORGE: The hon. member for
Irwin referred to the question of the
Publie Service Commissioner, staling that
it was practically useless to attempt to
deal with the Estimates. 1F we reduee
the work and il is impossihle for the
Minister to make any alieration in the
number of men that are required without
reference to Ihe Public Service Commis-
sioner, it is time fthe Commiltee con-
sidered the yuestion of taking the whole
position in hand.  What is the use of
Parliament or the country endeavouring
to deal with economies when we find
that Ministers in charge of departments
are simply automatons?

The Premier: Why do members wake
up to the position only when they want
to cut down tlie lower paul officers?

Mr. GEORGE : 1 would attack the
higher paid ones.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!

Mr. GEORGE: Tlis is the first item of
the Lands HEstimates thal an attempt has
heen made to reduce and the Minister
says it will place him in the position
of not knowing where lie is. Members
on lhis side are not desirons of reducing
officers whether they are high salaried or
low salaried. All they are desirons of
doing is to assist the Prewier io put into
practice a system of economy. Now he
gays be cannot economise.

The Premier: I did not say anything
of the kind.

Mr. GEORGE: Then I misnnderstood
the Premier. The Premier and the Min-
ister for Lands told us 1hat it was practi-
cally impossible for them to exercise
economies in their derariments,

The Premier: I «id not say anything
of the sort,

Mr. GEORGE: And the reason they

gave is that the Public Serviee Commis-
sioner hlocked the way.

[55]
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The Minister for Lands: How do you
aceount for the economy i1 the Lands De-
partment of £11,000%

Mr, GEORGE: I am noi satisfied that
there has lieen that economy.

Mr. James Gardiner : The sum of
£6.500 was {ransferred to another depart-
ment.

The Minister for Lands: Cut ont the
Indusiries Assistance Board.

The Premier: lLast year when | came
down with & proposal to posipone pay-
ing these ufficers members were all np
against il. .

Mre. GEORGY. : We are fold bv the
Premier and the Minister for Lands Lhat
they eannot economise hecause their way
is blocked by the Public Service Com-
missioner,

The Prewier: Absolutely incorrect. T
said nothing of the sort,

Mr. GEORGE: The Premier will have
an opportunity of telling us what he did

mean. I say (he Premier said it and le
says le did not. The Committee will
judge.

Mr. James Gavdiner: T thonght the
Public Service Aet. when it was brought
in, was a robbery of the public purse and
1 liave never aliered my opinion.

Mr. GEORGE: The hon. member had
an opinion of it whiclt it has been proved
io be correct. 1t is enough to make a
man’s blood hoil to Ye told that Minis-
ters cannol do this and eannot do thai.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Five distrief
offices have heen eclosed and that means
that temporary clerks will have to be
employed if we reduee this item. Cor-
respondence musi he attended to. If hon.
members wish (o eeonomise there is no
department than rcan so ill-afford Lo he
redured as the Lands Department. So
tar as T am concerned, I am satisfied the
Minister has not asked for too muech.

Amendment put and negatived.

Item—Aecountant, £360.

Mr. GEORGE: This Hem shows an
increase of £93. Is it an automafic in-
crease?

The Minister for Lands: No, it is only
shown as an increase Qecanse the officer
was paid for only mine months last vear,
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Ttem—Tnspectors “of Lands, 8 at. £240
(4 months): § at £204 (3 months).

Hon, J, MITCHELL: Here we. have
an item yeduced to satisfy hon. members.
I would like the Minisler Lo stale his in-
tentions in regard to these inspectors,
and as to whether he thinks lie can have
the work done for £1,128, whereas last
vear it cost £2,500. These inspectors do
very necessary work and it is important
thai we should see that the improvements
are made on condilional puilchase hold-
ings. :

Mr. Smith: Ts fhere anyv inslance of
a eopnditional purehase holding being
forfeited for the non-earrving out of im-
provements?

Hon. J, MITCHELL: Yes. The Min-
ister will tell the lon. member that he
regurds the failure to carry oul improve-
menrls as a more serious matter than the
failure to pav rent. and the inspectors
are appuinted to see that the work is car-
ried out vear hy year. These inspectors
are needed and 1 doubt whether there are
enough of (hem, This is the one ilem we
cannot allovd to cut down. This is not
econamy. It means also Lhal we will get
less railway freights.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
have alveady explained that we have
amalgamated the Lands inspeectors and
the Agriculiural Bank inspectors. [Pre-
viously we had the officers of the two
departments travelllmg over 1he same
counlry and doing practieally the same
work. Instead of two imspeciors with
their equipment doing the same work we
shall now make one officer do it, and le
will be reporting for the Agrienltural
Bank and the Lands Department.

Mr., WILLMOTT: The Minisier tells
us that only one inspector will be re-
quired to do the work of two.

The Minister for Lands: T sav we are
combining the duties.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Let me give an in-
stance of what happened latelv, An in-
spector of the Lands Department valued
cerlain land in the Warren distriet at,
say, £2 3s. per acre. The Agricultural
Bank inspector recommended that no
advance be made fo the holder beeause,
in his opinien, it was not worth that.
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What is going fo happen in a case such
as that? Will that inspecior, when in-
specting for the bank, adhere to his ideas
or will he turn reund and say, “I made
a uistake.” That positton struck me at
once and 1 do not see how we are going
to get over the difficulty

The Minister for Works:
right?

Mr. WILLMOTT: T would be inclined
to take the opinion of (he hank inspec-
fors, hecause thev have something more
serious hehind them,

Who: was

Sitting suspended from 6.15 10 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : 1t is all very
well for the Minister to say he is reor-
ganising the department and saving
money but that does not necessarily
represent cconomy. It is his duty to
see that the work is properly carried on,
and that there are sufficient officers
to do it eflectively.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary

Minister) : You want economy, deo
you not ?
Hon, J. MITCHELL: Yes, but

economy which does not interfere with
efficiency. Does the Minister propose
to find work for these inspectors in any
other departiment ? The member for
Subiaco recently complained about put-
ting men off in these bad times. There
are many ways in which the Govern-
ment can economise but they are apart
from the Lands Department, and they
are far removed from this item. No
item is so important as this. The
inspection for the Lands Department
differs entirely from shat for the Agricul-
tural Bank. This scheme of economy
will not work and the Minister is making
a sad mistake in attempting it.

Mr. WILLMOTT : The Minister
stated that certain inspectors werc pro-
vided with motor cars. Will cars be
provided by the Agricultural Bank ?

Ttem—Ronds and Reserves, Clorks:
1 at £300; 1 at £216; 3 at £204;
1at £192; 2 at £180; 1 at £168; 1 at
£120 (four months), £132 (8§ months) ;
1 at £108 (4 months), £120 (8 months) ;
1 at £60 {2 months), £84 (10 months}—
£2,172,
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: There is
an increase in the nwmber of clerks
and an increase in the total of £385.
Will the Minister explain the necessity
for it *

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Three
officers were absent without pay for
varying periods last year. Provision is
made for two juniors who were brought
in when the district survey offices were
closed. Then there is the increase
for those receiving under £156, which
makes up the amount.

Hon. Frank Wilson :
work

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.

Hon, Frank Wilson: What are they
doing ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : These
officers deal with all matters in con-
nection with the declaration and survey-
ing of roads. They are apart from the
Works Department.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN : 1 cannot
see why there should be extra work this
year as compared with last year when the
work was done for £1,787. Why should
it require £2,172 this year ?

The Minister for Lands : Some might
be away this year.

Hon. J. Mitchell :
the district offices
work tremendously.

The Minister for Lands :
tremendously.

Hon. FRANK WILSOXN : Last year
the vote was only £1,848, and I cannot
conceive of anything which necessitates
an incrensed number of clerks over
last year.

The Minister for Lands : The increase
represents two juniors brought in from
out stations.

Hon. FRANK WILBOX: Why is
there work for two juniors in excess of
{ast year ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
increase is necessitated by the closing
of the district survey offices. This will
cause additional work in the central
office in connection with the declaration
of roads and surveys. The additional
amount is due Ho0 providing for the
full years’s salary of two officers who

Is not there less

The closing of
will increase the

A little, not
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were away last year. It is possible some
will be away this year.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: This increase
is another sample of the DMinister's
econormny. When discussing the closing
of the district offices, T mentioned that
the roads boards would sufier. The
district offices could fix up matters
relating to new roads and deviations
at a minimum of cost but ander the new
arrangement the expenditure is to be
increased by £385. TIf only two junior
officers have been added to the staff,
there can be no ether reagon for the
increase. About one-eighth of the land
selected in the first six months of 1911
has been selected in the corresponding
period of this year, and there is, there-
fore, not tho same work to be done.

Iten—Computers: 1 at £312; 3 at
£300; 1 at £276; 2 at £252; 1§ at
£240—£2,232.

Mr., ROBINSOXN : This itom repre-
sents an increase of £2,232, Presumahly
this is connected with the new arrange-
ment of bringing computers from the
district offices to Porth.

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. Willmott :  Does that apply to
the following item ?

The Minister for Lands: Yes, and
on the next page of the Estimates the
reductions are shown.

Mr. ROBINSON :  What saving hag
been effected by closing the district
offices if all the officers are to be brought
to Perth, the correspondence staff in-
creased and the same salaries peaid as
hefore 7 Surely it would have been
better to leave these officials in the
country where they could serve the
people more effectively than in Perth.

The EIINIS'I‘F_;R FOR LANDS: As
1 have praviously stated, I am prepared
to admit that I am quite convinced
we have too many draftsmen and too
many computers. On closing the clis.
trict lands offices, we brought in the
draftsmen and computers to the central
office. 1 preferred that course, as a
fairer and more reagonable one, to that
of dismissing these officers. The whole
matter is now being reconsidered. I
may say that in my desire for reduction
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I met with no assistance from the ad-
ministrative officers. who were of opinion
that the staff was not too large. In
fact, it was urged that the staff was
beoing unduly reduced owing to some of
the draftsmen having been lent to other
departments to assist in clerical work,
I have appointed a board te go into
the matter of reduction of the staff,
and the personnel of that board was
recommended by the Public Service
Commissioner. T have not the special
knowledge which would enable me per-
sonally to reorganisesthe office. While
these salaries appear on the Estimates,
junior men and draftsmen and com-
puters of not the highest standing have
been loaned to other departments for
clerical work.

Mr. Rohinson: Have youn effected
any saving by the closing of the district
lands offices 7

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Un.-
doubtedly. The saving is £11.000 on
this vear's FEstimates, and I think
that before the year is out & considerable
further saving will be effected.

Mr. Robinson: As regard the £6,500
worth of men transferred to the In-
dustries Assistance DBoard. and so forth,
do you propose .to teake those men back
into the Lands Department when they
have completed their present tasks ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes,
The Minister cannot interfere with in-
dividuals, and consequently those men
must come back. Tmmediately they
do come back, however, I shall report
that the department is overmanned,
and then the Public Service Commissionsr
steps in and recommends who shall be
retrenched.

Mr. Robinson : When did you appoint
the board, and when will they report ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: [
appointed the board about three wecks
ago. As the administrative officers did
not agree with me in my views as to
reduction of staff, I thought the only
way to bring about reduction was to
appoint the board.

Mr. Robingon: Is the scope of the
board particular or general 1

The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
General. The personnel of the board in-
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cludes the Government printer, the
Government lithographer, the chief’
draftsman of the Water Supply Depart-
ment, the chief draftsman of the Publie
Worlks Department, and one of the
leading draftsmen of the Lands De-
partment.

Mr. Robinson: If the bhoard re-
eommend reduction of the staff, yon will
givo effect to their recommendation ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : Yes ;
and if they do not recommend reduction
I will argue the point with them.

Hon. J. MITCHELL : Hali the staff
of the Government are serving on boards
of ong sort and another, in order to
relieve Ministers of their responsibilities.
Apparently the Minister will digband
the staff of the Lands Department and
then will find it very difficult to get
men for the work when land selection
revives, s it will do on necount of the
good season. Temporarily the Lands De-
partinent is overstaffed, but the staff
should be employed on surveys in advance
of scluction, in anticipation of the
demand.

The Minister for Lands: We have
hundreds of thousands of acres surveyed
now, ready for selection.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: But the
Minister has not 100,000 acres of the
best of our land surveyed. The land
which has been surveyed is probably
not the most suitable for settlement,
and it is the most suitable that we
want. It would be -a pity to disband
officials whom we shall very scon need
again. It ie not the fault of the officials
that they are not fully occupied ; it
is the fault of the Government. My
administration of the Lands Depart-
ment was denounced by the prasent
Minister for Lands because I had not &
btock of land ready for every applicant..
From these Estimates it is plain that the
Minister has effected no economy by
closing the district lands offices. The
changes he has made represent neither
improvement nor economy,

Itemn—Draftsmen (18), £3,301.

Mr. ROBINSON: Last year's ex-
penditure amounted to £6,843. Does
this year’s itemn mean that the same
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men are receiving only £3.391. or has
the number heen reduced ?

The Minister for Lands: ‘'he number
has been reduced.

Mr. ROBINSON: The next item
contains 12 salaries. Apparently we
have 31 draftsmen this vear as against
43 Inst year. Are these the draftsmen
and computers as to whom the Minister
mentionad that some of them were
not required ?

The Minister for Lands : Yes.

Mr. ROBINSOXN : It is in connection
with these two items that inquiry is
being made ?

The Minister for Lands : Yes,

Mr. GEORGE : Last year there wero
43 draftsmen costing £7.047.  This year
31 draftsmen are to cost £6,216, So,
apparently, we have got rid of 12 men
and saved only some £800. Am I to
understand that is the position ?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The
items providecd outline the salaries paid
in accordance with the public service
classification. The reason why the items
are comparatively high this year is
that they provide for the highly paid
officers, whilst the economies shown
are principally as regards junior officers.
The member for Northam (Hon. J.
Mitchell) has just taken me to task for
appoinfing a board to investigate the
matter. T believe that as the result of
the board's inquiries great economies
will be eflfected in the items on these
Estimates. It is impossible to make
reductions until the board has reported.

Mr. Robinson: Did you say the
Public Service Comimissioner was &
member of the board ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
I said that the Public Service Commis-
sioner recommended the personnel of
the board.

Mr. Robinson: Ts it not usurping
the functions of the Commissioner ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yo.
The position in regard to questions of
this description is that we discuss
them with the Commissioncr and in
this case, as a8 resuls, we decided to
appoint a hoard of experts. The per-
sonnel was his suggestion.
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Mr. GEORGE: Last vear we had
42 officers, and the number was reduced
to 3. Yet we have heen able to effect
a saving of only £621.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: T
cannot quite realise how it is that the
reduction in the salaries is not greater.
The salaries arce identical with the
salaries of last veur. and the only ex-
planation T can give is that eleven of
the draftsmen provided for here were
last year loaned to other departments,
and full salartes have to be provided
this year. To get at the position we
must take the amount voted thizs year
not from the oxpenditure of last year, but
from the salaries providad last year. The
hon. member should compare the es.
timated expenditure this year with
the actual vote of last year. The
actual vote then was £8,623, and the
amount expended was £6,843. The re-
coup for the officers loaned runs into
nearly twice as much as £844. It is
brought to credit without being shown
on the Estimates. but [ cannot under-
stand why £844 is shown when the
item for the eleven officers loaned last
year is not shown,

Mr. George: What I want to know
is whether any of these officers are
getting an increase,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
only advances given are the automatic
ones, that is, for the officers drawing
under £156. The eleven draftsinen who
were loaned to other departments had
their salaries paid by the departments
which borrowed them, and the money
recouped is credited up to this particular
vote.

Item—Distriet Surveyor, Bridgetown,
£576.

Mr. ROBINSON: Do I understand
from this Item and the two which
follow that the Bridgetown office ia
to remain open ?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. Willmott : You cannot halp it ;
if you knew the country you would not
ask the question.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am wondering
why special treatment has been eted
out to DBridgetown. Why should the
District Survey office there be main-
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tained, and at an important place like
Geraldton closed ? Albany also has
been closed, and thet town has a very
important district behind it. Why
should Albany be closed and Bridgetown
remain open ? Is the Minister sgelling
more land &t Bridgetown, or is this
one of the jokes of the Estimates ?
The office at Northam has also heen
closed. A full staff is provided at
Bridgetown. Why, then, should all the
others be cut out ? A little while ago
the Minister, referring to certain com-
puters, said they were taken from the
district offices. Am T to understand
that they were taken from the closed

offices and that Bridgetown is not
represented among them ?
The Minister for Lands : That is so.

Mr. ROBINSON: Again, do the
distriet surveyors that were also referred
to include all those other than at Bridge-
town ? If so I would suggest to the
Minister that on the next Kstimates
Bridgetown be printed in red.

Mr., WILMOTT : I am surprised that
the hon. member should question this
item. During the drought which ob-
tained in other parts of the State the
Bridgetown district served as a pasture
for stock brought down from the dry
areas, Tt is because of the even rain-
fall, the splendid climatic conditions and
the magnificent soil that steady business
has been done at this office, necessitating
its gontinuance. I am sorry the Minister
should have becn so grossly misled as
to reduce the vote by £176. There is
every reason why this office should
remain open. :

Mr. ROBINSON : 1 have expressed
nothing against the district. I only
desire to know why differential treatment
has been meted out to Bridgetown.

Mr. GEORGE : [ would like to know
how much business has bheen done at
the Bridgetown office during the past
12 months. Tf my information is correcs,
the land settlement in thot district hus
bean very smali.

The Minister for Mines: That office
has been surveying our timber areas
down there.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: The
position is that the land in this district
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has been closed from settlement for some
time past, owing to the necessity for
classification and for determining what
land should he reserved for forest pur-
poses. That having been completed, it
has been possible to throw open the
remmainder, which was done quite re-
cently. In view of this land now heing
open to selection there has been an

-increase in business, and consequently

we decided to allow the office to remain
open. If we find that our anticipations
are not fully realised thie office will ha
closed, the same as the others. We are
not going to have offices anywhere
which are not profitably employed.

Mr. GEORGE: The closure of the
district offices was discussed in the
Chamber a little while ago, when decided
opinions were expressed as to the in-
advisability of removing those offices.
I then suggested that it might be possible
$0 let sore one officer visit these different
places at stated intervals, I understood
the Minister was going to consider it.
Has he done so ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No
promise was made that the suggestion
would be considered. 1 defended the
closing of the offices, and I think T
convinced the Chamber that the action
of the Government in this regard was
fully justified.

Mr. E. B. Jahnston :

Mr, Thomson:
me.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Of
course not. However, the offices have
been closed, because there was insufficient
work to koep them open.

Mr. GEORGE: That was clearly
understood as the view of the depart-
ment, but the disabilities the ¢losing
of these offices would impose on settlers
in the distriets concerned were pointed
to by hon. members and it was suggested
that we have a travelling officer moving
from town to town. It would be a great
convenience to the districts coneerned,
and I think phe suggestion might well
be considered. Tf we cannot have the
whole loaf, why not have what we can
afford ?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON : The system
mentioned by the hon. member was in

No.,
You did not convince
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operation for years. and was only done
away with when the district offices were
closed. Several towns enjoyed a monthly
visit from a lands officer, who did
a lot of business. The settlers came
into these towns on the day the land
officer was known to be visiting.

Mr. ROBINSON : T understood that
the closing up of the land agencies in the
various country towns would mean a
direct saving, and this would be shown
on the FEstimates. I find, however, on
perusing the Estimates carefully, that
this is not so. Computers and drafts-
men who have been in the country
have been brought to town. In the
case of the _district surveyors., these
too have been broughi to town. We
are, thereicre. not affecting any saving
at all in this direction. T find that we
are paying the same salaries, and are
keeping thezse men cooped up in the
Lands Department doing nothing. I
took it from the Minister for Lands that
there was to be a seving of £11,000
by closing up these district asurvey
offices, but cannot find it.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: 1
could have put these computers and
draftsmen out of work, but they were
senior men and I did-not want to do that.
T have a board now going into the
question. The hon. member says that
the district surveyors have been brought
into town and that there i# no economy.
The economy is effected because we
spent huge sums of money in contrdct
surveys. Fhere are none of these
contract surveyors now, the staff
surveyors are doing the survey work.
The value of the work given to
the contract surveyors during the
year 1914 amounted to £7,017. Instead
of contract surveyors being employed
by the Lands Department to do the
survey work, which was paid for out of
loan, it is being done by the staff sur-
veyors.

Mr.
recoup.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon. member will see that at the end
of the Estiinates.

Hon. [J. MITCHELL :
not being done.

igorge : You ought to get =a

The work is
It is utterly irmpoasible
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for the staff vo do the work which was
done by the contract surveyors. The
Clovernment are not surveying the same
areda,

The Premier: All that is necessary
to be done is being done. ’

Hon, J. MITCHELL : All that the
Premier thinks is necessary is being
done. Tt has heen shown that there
has been no economy at ail in connection
with the closing of these district survey
offices. The public are being incon-
venignced and the work is not heing
done. and the State is losing revenue.
I am sorry we cannot reinssatc these
offices. If we could add to the vote T
am sure members would. The Minister
would have us helieve that these offices
were opened without rteason. T hope
the day will comne when there will be a
change in the land policy of this country,
and that the offices will be re-opened.

‘Mr., THOMSON: The Minister for
Lands made & great point about the
economy which was being exercised.
T think the member for Canning proved
that there is no economy. I will point
out that the district surveyor does nat
get paid unless he performs specific
work., Moreover, the selector has to
pay for the survey. Are the Govern-
ment going to pay for a.man to traval
from Perth to do a survey in & country
centre. when slready there is a surveyor
living in the district ?

The Minister for Lands:
talking nonsense.

Mr, THOMSOX : We think when the
Minister for Lands says he is effecting
economies that he also is talking non-
sense. He has simply transferred per-
manent officers from outside stations to
the head office, where they have no work
to do. The Goveritment have gone
away from the policy of decentralisation
and have brought everyone into the
centra) office. This arrangement ¢annot
tend to efficient or economical admin-
istration.

Ttem—Under Secretary
{Senior assistent to), £480.

Mr. ROBINSOXN : The Minister in
answer to the member for Katanning
said that the saving to the department
amounted to £11,000. So it does, but

You are

for Lands
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may I draw the attention of the Com-
mittee to the fact that £13,000 is re-
couped from officers loaned to other
deparbment,s, and from amounts trans-
ferred to loan, and but for that, which
is not & matter of economy at all, the
department would show an increase in
its Estimates of £2,000 odd. This par-
ticular item is the first of a series of
items which deals with the transfer of
officers to other departments, and it is
only typical of & number of items that
follow. What other departments have
these officers been transferred to, and
are these transfers of a temporary
or a permanent character, and are the
Lands estimates reduced actually, or
have we here merely a juggling of Gigures
or of officers 7 Ts it & saving or is it
a paper record ?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
House has endorsed the Government
policy of making special advances this
vear to settlers, amounting to some
£800,000, Someone, of course, had to
be responsible for the administration
of that amount. Parliament endorsed
a Bill for the establishment of a board.
Burely no one expected that a huge job
of that description would be carried
out by just a board. It was recognised
thet the services of a big staff would be
required, and the CGovernment, instead
of going outside the service for this
staff, determined to draw on the varitous
departments so a8 t0 build up the stafi.

Mr. Smith : Instead of getting business
men who were capable of handling the
proposition.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : There
you are. First T am taken to task for
not exercising economy, and now I am
taken to task for not going outside the
service.

Mr, Smith : They are a lot of muddlers
and they cost the country thousands of
pounds.

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: Now
we are told by the member for North
Perth that the CGovernment should not
have practised economy.

Mr. Smith: 1 object to the selling
of bran at & loss of £8 a ton.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
member for North Perth in the journeal
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he has a lot to do with held forth con-
siderably in April last about the need
for bringing in fodder, and he took the
Government to task for not importing
it at & more rapid rate. Afterwards,
when it was found that there was no
demand for it he condemned the Gov-
ernment for having imported it. That,
however, is by the way. We have
manned the staff of the Industries
Assistance Board froin the Lands De-
partment, and we have supplied from
the Lands Department officers for many
of the other departments. For instance,
the Water Supply Department was short
of draftsmen and we supplied officers
from the Lands Department. The Works
Departiment were short and the Lands
Department went to the rescue. The
Colonial Secretary’s Department was
short of officers and the Lands Depart-
ment was called upon to supply them.
The instructions are, however, that the
departments which need the services
of officers must first of all go the Com-
missioner 8o that he may ascerthin
whether there are surplus officers avail-
able. That has been done right along
and in that way we have effected
e¢onomy.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: T am not
going to critieise the officers o the
Industries Assistance DBoard because
they have had an almost impossible
task to perform. T understand that the
board have now a staff of about 70,
but if they had been given an adequate
staff in the early stages the work would
have heen well done. The officials of
the hoard should not be blamed for
handling hran, wheat and pollard and
other importations at & loss. T under-
stood the Joss was estimated at £50.000,
but now T am told it will be three times
that.

The Minister for Lands: Make it
a million while you are about it.

Ttem—Draftsmen: 1 at £252; 35 at
£228; 2 at £216: 2 at £204; 1 at
£192 ; total £2,424,

Mr. GEORGE: Will the Minister
tell the Committee where all thess

draftsmen are ?
The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Some
of them are in the Water Supply De-
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partment. some in the Works Depart-
ment, two in the Colonial Secretary’s
Department for special work, and one
is in the Education Department.

Mr. GEORGE : In regard to the Coloniai
Secretary’s office will the position there
be of a.permanent character, or are the
officers only losned for a time ?

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: In
that case draftsmen have been loaned
to perform clerical duties because other
officers were not available.

Itemm—Incidental, including postage,
stationery, travelling and sustenance,
transport, advertising, rent, and mis-
cellaneous charges, ete., £6,200.

Mr. ROBINSON: 'This item of in-
cidentals iz always a mystery to me;
it seems to cover & multitude of sins.
Ttem 10 in these Estiroates also covers
incidentals and here we have another
ot of incidentals. including pestage and
stationery, amounting to £6,200.

The Minister for Lands: Item 10
is incidental salaries ; this is incidentals
tn connection with postage, etc.

Mr. ROBINSON: THas the :item
been sufficiently considered and cannot
the Minister do with £5,000 instead of
£6,200 2 I do not propose to move in
the direction of reducing the item,
but I am merely suggesting to the
Minister that he might see the advis-
ableness of reducing it. In 1914 the
vote was £7,500 of which £6,653 was
spent. Many officers have been trans-
ferred to other departments. The Min-
ister has %o pay officers £11,000 less than
in the previous year and such officers
would have assisted to increase the
postage, stationery, transport. adver-
tising, ete. It is fair that the item
should be cut down.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Wa
should take the authorisation last year,
and bearing in mind that a number of
officers were lent, we reduced the ex-
penditure nearly £1,000. This year we
estimate that we can reduce it another
£453. It is impossible to say exactly
what amount will be required.

Mr. George: Why not cut it down
to £5,000 7 You can always eXcess it

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But
it is not right 0 eXcess an item. If the
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full amount is not required, it will not
be expended.

Mr. Robinson: Does that cover the
cost of postage and stationery at the
offices in the country ¥ You have closed
five of them down ; surely their postage
and stationery would represent £500 a
year.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Al
though the district survey offices have
been closed, land business has to be
transacted just the same, and most of
the business is done through the land
offices and not through the survey
offices. Many of the inquiries will now
have to be made to the central office
and probably the expenditure will be
increased because, where a person pre-
viously could call personsily, it will be
necessary to communicate by letter.

Mr. WILLMOTT: A large saving
could he effected in postage. When
lithos. are sent out, it is doubtless easier
to stick halt-a-dozen stamps on the par-
cel than to send the bundle to the station.
and transport it by train at halt the cost.

The Minister for Lands: You would be
penalising the public because they would
Liave to call to take delivery.

Mr. WILLMOTT: | am talking about
the postagze on pareels sent to officials in
the country. When [ was connected with
the department, parcels were often sent
by )ost at a cost of 4s. Gd. or 5s. when
they could have heen sent by railway for
3d. or 6d.. and it would have heen no
more trouble to get them from the station
than - from the post office, If Ministers
weneraily attended to this matter they
would be surprised at the saving which
could be effected.

Mr. HARRISON: The Minister has
told us thai the inspectors are going te in-
spect for the Agrienltural Bank, and alse
for the Indusiries Assistance Board. Does
this item cover those institutions as well
as the Lands Department?

The Minister for Lands: No, pwrely
the Lands Department.

Mr. HARRISOXN: Then Low can the
expenditure be divided between the dif-
ferent departmenfs?

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS: The
inspectors will he under the Apgrieultural
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Department. 1t they do work for the
Lands Department, that department will
bave to recoup the Agrieultural Depart-
ment for it. A ecertain percentage of Lhe
officers’ salaries and- expenses will be re-
couped.

‘Hem—MPrevention of sand drifi, £50.

Mr, WILLMOTT: Where is the sand
drift?

The Minjster for Lands: A portion of
the vote 15 for Geraldton and a portion
for Coitesloe.

My, WILLMOTT: None at the War-
ren?

The Minister for Lands: 1 do not ihink
s0. '

AMr, WILLMOTT:
swamp Jand in the State is being en-
croached on by a sand drift at the mouth
of the Warren River. An expenditure
of £20 or £25 a year for ihe planting of
marvam grass would result in the saving
of thousands of acres of the richest
swamp land in the South-West. Thivty
vears ago the sand drift was 500 or 600
yards from the swamp land but the wind
has caused it to encroach and cover the
torest and it has now begun to trickle
over the swamp land. If the railway
were faken 10 miles further south, this
land would be rushed at £10 an acre.
From some of this land, without the use
of fertiliser, 1 got 15 tons of potatoes
to the aere and ] know of no other place
in ihe State wlere potatoes can be grown
without fertiliser. Land of such guality
is worth preserving when the cost of pre-
serving it would be so small.

Mr. Robinson: Does the
long to the State?

Mr, WILLMOTT: Yes.

Ttem—SBurveys generally, £900.

Mr. GEORGE: Is ihis item intended
for coniract surveys or for isolated
items? '

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We
gpent something like £11,000 last year
on contract surveys, that s for work
done by contract surveyors, We do not
propose to spend that sun this year be-
cause the staff of surveyors will do the
work, but it would never pay to send a
special officer to do a small job when a

land be-

Some of the best‘
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local surveyor could.-do it. Lately we wot
a little survey done at Beverley by a loeal
man for about £5, whereas to send an
otficer would have cost three times that
amoant, This item is to cover all such
small requirements.

Ttem—Wages—Surveyors’  assistants,
chainmen, and labourers cecasionally em-
ployed, £4,500; less amount transferred
to loan funds £1,900—£2,600.

Mr., WILLMOTT: The Minister will
agree that thi¢ item requires some expla-
nation. 1t shows an inereagse of £343.
Considering that the services of so many
snrveyors have been dispensed with

The Minister for Lands: No, the con-
tract surveyors have been put off.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Any departmental
surveyors?

The Minister for Lands: Two,

Mr, WILLMOTT: The district survey
offices have been closed.

The Minister for Lands: The staif sur-
veyors are doing the work which was done
by the contract surveyors and which cost
£11,000 last vear.

Mr, WILLMOTT: I would like to hear
the Minister’s explanation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Last
yvear a sum of £8,000 was voied and
£2,057 wag expended. The saving shown
for last year was a reeoup bhecause the
Lands Department were doing resump-
tion surveyvs for the Works Department,
whase survevors were fully employed in
surveying new lines which are now under
consfruetion. After that, the Works De-
pariment surveyors were put on the re-
sumptions.  Therefore, instead of the
Lands Department getfing the recoup of
last vear, the full amount has te be pro-
vided fhis year, The Lands Department
are this vear doing by their staff the work
that was done last yvear by contract sor-
veyors, representing about £11,000. It is
possible we may spend £300 under that
head this year.

Ttem, Expenses incidental to surveys
generally, ineluding purchase of mathe-
matieal instruments, horses and equip-
ment for surveyors, forage for horses,
repairs to equipment, freight and car-
riage, travelling, camp, and sustenance
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allowances, etc., £4,000; less amount trans-
ferred to Loan Funds, £1,700---£2300.

Mr. ROBINSON: 1 do not think ihe
Minister’'s previous explanation covers
this item.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.
The former item was for wages, and this
item is for incidentals.

Mr. ROBINSON : I see the item is “less
recoup from other departments for ser-
vice rendered, £230.” Is that a separate
ttem from the recoup previously men-
fioned?

The Minister for Lands: Yes.

Mr. ROBINSON: How are these re-
ecoups made up?® )

The MINISTER 1FOR LANDS: The
item of £230 is for resumptiot surveys
carried out by the Lands Department for
the Public Works Department before the
latter took over the work.

Vote (as reduced to £30,276) put and
passed.

This completed the Estimates of the
TLands Department.

[Mr Carpenter took the Chair.]

Department of Agriculiure {Hon, W.
D. Johnson, Minister):

Vote—Agriculture, £47,107:

The MINISTER FOR LANDS AND
AGRICULTURE (Hon. W. D. Johnson
——~Cildford) [9.23]: In introducing the
Agricultural Estimates 1 do not propose
to detain the Commitiee long. Tu order
to  economise time, whieh means
ecanomy of moneyv, 1 propose to
deal brieflly with ihe deparimeni gen-
erally ; and I can deal with the
ilems as they come up. 1t will be noticed
that ihis vear's Eslimates are in a form
somewhat different from that employved
last year. The change is due to the fact
ihat the Treasury discovered that by
grouping a lot of expenditure in one
ilem it is possible for the Treasury to do
with less clerical assistance. Hon. mem-
bers will observe that last vear's vote for
this department was £120,753, while the
expenditure amounted to £119,858. The
revenne, inclading receipts from trading
concerns, was £70,503. The eost to the

Siale of running the department, deduci-
ing the revenuc from the total expendi-
ture, was £49,385. This year we propose
{o spend, apart from trading econcerns,
£47407, and we estimate receipts of
£12,000, waking the total cost to the
State of running {he department £35,407.
The Agricultural Department manage a
number of trading eoncerns, including
the Yandanooka estate, which hon. mem-
bers, | am glad to say, will have an op-
portunity of inspeeting during the next
day or two. The Agricultural Depart-
ment also manage the Albany cold stores,
the Covernment vefrigerating works in
Perth, the Kalgoorlie abattoirs, the meat
stalls, the North Fremantle abaitoirs and
sale yards, the Midland Junction abat-
toirs and sale yards, and the Perth city
markets. Not much new ground has been
broken by the Agricultural Department,
other than that broken by the various ex-
perts in their administration of their
respeclive seetions of the agricullural in-
dustry. The Commissioner for the Wleat
Belt. Xt. Subion, bas been particularly
Irusy by reason of Lhe diffienlties experi-
enced by our wheat farmers owing to the
drought. He has also been oecupied with
experiments al the various State farms.
The Merredin Slate farm was made the
subject of a public inspection lately, and
I think it was generally admilted that
that farm- kins given a good account of
itself for rhe yvear and that the experi-
ments conducted there will be of wvast
assistance to farmers on the eastern wheat
helt. The State farm at Chapman is
condurted on somewhat similar lines, and
does for the Chapman distriet much the
same work as the Merredin farm does
for the eastern wheat belt. Then there
is the Narrogin State farm, in conpection
with whieh 1s conducted an agricultural
school, patronised largely by the sons of
the men interested in our agriculiural
indusiry. At the prescnt {ime the sehool
has some 25 scholars. Mr. Connor, the

" Agricaltural Commissioner for the South-

West. has heen busily ocenpied with the
general development of the South-West
—a very difficult task indeed, hecause the
South-West iz a huge area of country
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where ile cost of clearing and of farm-
ing generally is very heavy. The effect
of these difficulties is that we have not
as many selectors as we wonld like to
see in that part of the State. The work
being done at the Brunswick and Den-
mark State farms, however, is materially
assisting those interested in intense cul-
ture in thuse distriets. Mr. Moody, the
Froit Indusiries Commissioner, has, 1
think, atter Mr. Sutton, had ‘the greatest
amount of worry duaring the last 12
months. The Pruit Industries Commis-
sioner and his staff have been conducting
a crusade against inseet pests, and par-
tieularly the frnit fly. Undoubtedly Mr.
Moody and his assistants have been
especially active in this regard, and I
think the result of their efforts has been
te justify the policy of the depariment.
Reverting to the Denmark State Farm, 1
wish to mention that we are ereeting, and
have now practieally completed, a hacon-
curing esltablishment. The object is to
encourage the hreeding and keeping of
pigs on the Denmark estate, When the
matter was brought under the notice of
the Denmark settlers, they expressed the
opinion that there was no market, We
pointed ont that, as everyone recognises,
there is a very big market indeed for
bacon in Weslern Australia, our imports
of that article being enormous. We have
now established the factory with the idea
of starting in a small way at Denmark
and snbsequently extending operations so
as fo demonstrate that in Western Aus-
tralia it is possible to prodnce suffictent
pigs and euve sufficient bacon for the
State’s requirements, We are also ar-
ranging to start a hutier factory on a
small scale at Albany. This butter fae-
tory will he worked in connection with
the cool storage at Albany, which is not
paironised as much as one would like.
The floor spaee is sufficient to allow of
a small huiter factorv heing started with-
ont incurring much expenditure for
machinery or buildings. The butter fae-
tory has been started with the object of
enconraging lhe production of hutter and
dairy produce, the breeding of pigs, and
the curing of hacon. While these ave
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small beginnings, J am strongly uf
opinion that we should start in a small
way. 1 think we are too prone in West-
ern Australia to start in a large way and
over-capitalise, thus involving ourselves
in more expenditure than was anticipated
at the ounlset. We caleulate that some
700 cows will he milked at Denmark and
that from these it will be possible to
supply sutlieient milk and cream Lo the
faciory at Albany when it is running.
Ounr hest policy, [ think, is to provide for
the 700 cows and then gradunally extend.
T have alsy Iurned iy attention to the
Busselton butter faclory, whieh T regret
fo say has never heen a success, 'The
people (here have never taken the fastory
as seriously as one would like, seeing that
the State put the people’s money into
that conecern. On investigation I learned
that the holdings in the district are very
large and that the settlers find they ean
make sufficient out of sheep without the
necessity of laking up the more Iahorious
work of keeping and milking cows. Tt is
to be regretted, however, that a fine avea
like Busselton should have failed to make
a snecess of a hutter factory. The Gov-
ernment have called np the capital of the
company, or, in other words, eompelled
the company to wind up; and I propose
to find out who was responsible for the
failure and who eneonraged the Govern-
ment to put money into it,

Mr. Willmott: Tt was a private com-
pany first, and we all did in our money.

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS:
At the same time, T propose teo
find oul whether it is not possible to

make the factory n suecess. Tt has heen
running for some time, hut has gat into
a deplorable condifion. My idea is to
find out whether it is not possible to give
the settlers on the smaller holdings a
little encouragement tn keep cows,

Mr. Willmott: We ave all getting too

lazy,
The MINISTER FOR LANDS:
I recognise that we have a great

asset in the Sonth-West, but it is almost
hearthreaking to try and zet that asset
developed, The settlers who have zood
land do nel seem to realige 1he enarmans
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possibilities of intense ecnlture.  They
seew (v iake up their land and make
sullicient out of sheep; and they simply
say, “Well, I am getiing enough out of
sheep, and [ do nol propose to do any
more.” While we have that sort of feel-
ing to conlend against, we eannot ¢xpect
to gei such results fram the Sourh-\West
as we ought (o get.  Undoubtedly the
South-West is the dairying eountry of
Western Australia, and what [ want to
do is to develop the South-West in that
direction.  What influenced me largely
in leaving the distriet lands office at
Bridgelown was to get Jand selected in
that district in smaller holdings and then
endeavonr to promote the mannfaectore
of butter at Bridgetown. 1 do not wish
to enter into mueh detail, but I have a
very high opinion of the South-West aund
I look forward to the time when we shall
be able to develop it to a Far greater
extent. I sympathise with Mr. (onnor
in his very difficult task of indueing the
people of the South-West to develop their
land in the way it ean be developed.
They do not seem to follow the example
he has set at {he State farms; bhut let us
hope that the future will be hetter in that
regard,

Mr. Robinson: Does he make the State
farms pay?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: He
demonstrates what the South-West lands
ean produce and that suecess can follow
the planting of certain grasses, Coming
nearer lhome, the member for Swan in his
speech on the Estimates made special ref-
erence fo the need for the establishment
of markets in the City. That has heen
the ambition of the Government for some
time and we aequired a valuable site for
the purpose. Mr. Hardwick, of the archi-
tectural divirion of fthe Warks Depart-
ment., was recently sent to the Eastern
States tn get up-to-date information in
connection with cold storace and general
markets. Alternate schemes have heen
submitted 1o the Government by that offi-
cer and they are now under considera-
tion. T do not want to lead the Chamber
to helieve that we intend to build the mar-
kets immediatelv, but T want to show that
we are getting readv and that as soon as
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money is available and is cheaper than it
iz to-day, we shall have cveryihins in
readiness lo start Ihe work. Another
matter which has receiver consideration
i3 the potato regulations. For some tinwe
we have had regulations which resiricted
the importation of polalees and alsu re-
sfricted the distribution of those which
we produre 1wt Western Ausiralia.  The
restriction hampered the local growers to
an extent, and of course prevented con-
siderably the ceonnmieal importalion of
potatoes.  This matter is under econsid-
eration al the present time. Reecnfly f
had a deputation hefore me from the im-
porters, from whomn 1 received a lot of
information as to their difficuldes in re-
gard v importation, and T am now in
communication with the growers sv as to
get their side of the question, Then I
will eall npon departmental officers to
prepare a report and we shall koow
whether the producer is wgetiing the rve-
sulls that were anticipated, and whether
the consumer is not being unduly penal-
ised. ‘e potatn regulations have heen
in foree long enough now fo be reviewed
and [ am gelting information from all
interested. T shall go into the malter
aml szee wheiher we can modify any of
the vestrictions. 1 have already referred
to the work of Y'r. Moody in connection
with the erusade against the fruit-fly,
and 1 have paid a tribute to the wark he
has done np to date. 1 believe, by the
continuation of the vestrietions, that we
shall ultimately, if we do not totally
eradlicale the pest, modify it lo a great
extent. The fruit-fly last year proved
very disastrons. but  Ffrom indieations
there will be a vast improvement this
vear, and this will be largely due to the
work of Mr, Maady and his officers. T
might point ont also that as a result of
reprezentations made from the Home
authorities T have had expert officers zo-
ing into the cuestion of making land
available for settlement to ex-service men
after the war. or men who will be in-
eapacitaied during the curreney of the
war, A scheme has been prepared, and
it is mostly limited to the South-East, hv
which we propose to suggest to the Jome
authorities that men shall be settled in
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the Denmark area, as well as at Harvey,
and in other parts of the South-West
and we propose to offer the same facilities
to those of our own kith and kin in Aus-
tralia who unfortunately may return in-
capacitated, but who mav be able to
make a living on the land. A scheme has
been prepaved by the officers of the de-
partment in eonjunction with myself.
We now have it in order and it has been
circulated amongst Ministers, and as soon
as we can get time to devote to it Cabinet
will be called upon to go inte it elosely.
Then something practical will be sub-
mitted to the Home authorities. Gener-
ally speaking the work of the depart-
iment is progressing favourably, although
in the South-West there is not that pro-
gress that we would like to see. Still I
think, by advertising and pushing, par-
ticularly in the Bridgetown district, we
will get mood results, and when we do, we
shall have aceomplished that which we all
want fo see, namely, the production of
dairy produce for Western Australia in-
stend of importing it from oversga.

Mr. WILLMOTT (Nelson) {957]: T
have listened to the remarks of the Min-
ister with great interest and T think any-
one who has been through the South-
West must agree that down there we
have an enormons area of splendid soil
and a steady rainfall. and properlv de-
veloped we ean place people on the areas
in that parli of the State not by the
hundreds. nor by the thousands, but hy
the million=. The Minister has remarked
on the richness of the land in the Nen-
mark area. T can fnllv bear him ont in
what he has said and if service men are
pul on the land with a little capital and
a knowledee of farming they will be
hound to be successtul. '

Mr. Heitmann:' They will want more
than a little capital.

Mr, WILLMOTT: They will not want
so mnch eapital as knowledge, and the
lack of that knowledge will prevent them
taking up large arveas, 'They shonld he-
gin hy taking ap small areas and culfi-
vate them intensely. There has been very
gznod work dome down there already. T
had the plensure of going through that
part of the State a little while ago.. I
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remember, loo, when Millars had their
timber mills there, and it was indeed a
pleasant change to go over the country
and notice the smiling little farms dotted
all over the place. They have gone in for
small areas and infense eculture with ex-
cellent results.

Mr. Heitmann: How many are making
a living there?

Mr. WILLMOTY: I have not the
slightest doubt that the Minister will sup-
ply the bhon, member with the required
information.

Mr. Heitmann: I found that almost
every one of them had te take wages
work in order to make ends meet.

Mr. WILLMOTT: And a very good
thing, too.

My, B. J. Stubbs: Cheap labour.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Nothing of the
sort, These men earn the current rates

of wages. There must be an idea, too,
that men in a big way pay such farm
hands less than the current rate of
wages. At a place I visited the other day
the awner of the property who, 1 believe,
has spent £30,000 on if, stated that he
did oot helieve in cheap lahour. He de-
clared that cheap labour was the dearest
labour it was possible to have.

Mr. ’Loghlen: He does not
in Britislt labour.

My, WILLMOTT: 1 spoke ta a num-
ber of the people there and they were all
either Britishers or Australians.

My. O’Loghlen: Rottnest counid tell an
eloquent tale,

Mr. WILLMOTT: With regard to
the eream factory at Busselion, T re-
member when it was first established
some vears ago. In the old days a large
number of cows were milked in that dis-
trict. We had something like 140 eows
at onr two dairy farms and we produced
a hig quantily of butter. There were no
separators then. everylbing had to beset
out in pans and one of our pleasant
duties was to attend to the skimming of
80 pans. Hon. members can therefore
imnagine the amount of work there was
to be done. Now we have separators and
churns of the newest kind, milking ma-
chines and everything at our hands, and
how many eows are milked there? One

helieve



wonld net find more than two cows milked
on a farm: sheep have 1aken the place of
the cows. Why is that? In the old days
we used to turn out at 4 o'elock in the
morning. 1 remember myself havieg
milked 2t cows twice a day and [ had
the pleasure of milking 35 cows once be-
fore | col v fed. Uan we gei men to
milk 23 or 30 rows to-day? This thing
bas been worrving me for vears. Why
should nol the dairying industry ad-
vance? T have eome tu the conclusion
that the reason is they can make a living
too easily without it. We won't get them
to rake on dairving until they have to do
it. There is anolher faclor, namely, that
until the last year or so the price of
butter has heen low. But this vear it has
gone up, and this has given an impetos
to dairving, and even in the Bridgetown
district, where it has been much easier
to run sheep, we find small dairy farms
starting np all over the place, But until
they are right up against it we will not
find people permanently taking on dairy-
ing;

Mr. O’Loghlen: Then the dairying in-
dustry is doomed for the next 10 vears.

Mr. WILLMOTT: No, we only re-
quire three or four good seasons in the
North to bring down the price of mutton
to bed rock. and then it will pay to lake
ou dairying down South. We do not get
sulficient attention paid to intense enl-
tnre. Those who have gohe in for in-
tense culture are the men hest off at the
end of the vear. The Minister spoke of
the potato restriclions. These require
very careful scrutiny, beeanse it will he
found the market is so tender that the
slightest thing npsets it. At present the
denlers liave it entirely in their own
hands. and if an extra five tons of pota-
toes is put on the market, down goes the
price.

Mr, O'Loghlen: What is the remedy.
State control?

Mr. WILLMOTT: God forhid! How-
ever, I will leave it with the Minister,
who is gradually becoming seized of the
faets. At present I have sufficient faith
in him. Of course there are two sides to
the quesiton, and the Minister must not
do an injustice fo either., The Minister
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also toueched on the trouble the Fruit
Indusiyies Commissioner has in handling
the fruit fly pest. No regulatiuns dealing
with such a deadly pest can he tou dras-
tie. Anyvone who has gone through the
orchards in the hills and seen tons of
beautiful fruit hoiled down for the pigs
when jeople in Perth are payving 6d. per
I, for fruit, will agree that the regula-
tion should be made so stringent that
the pest will be wiped oni.

Me. O'Loghlen: Why not have some-
thing in the way of jam faciories!?

Mr., WTLLEMOTT: You cannot make
jam out of fly-infested fruit, nor can
you make it out of good finit while yon
have to pay the iniquitous price at pre-
sent obtaining for sugar.

Mr. O'Loghlen: You cannot compete
against Tasmanian wages either.

Mr. WILLMOTT: Tt is not so much
a question of wages, It is the price of
sugar that kills i,

Mr. O’Loghlen: They pay the girls in
the Tonnyhreok factory three times what
the girls in Jones's factory in Hobart are

paid.
Mr. WILLMOTT: Orcbardists
troubled with the fruit Ay ave very

much inclined {o buck against the re-
strietions placed upon them. They ask,
“Why should we be prevented from
sendirig our fruit all over the State?” 1
say 1no inspection ean he sufficiently
striet to safegnard elean distriets. In the
far South the fruit growers are object-
ing to Harvey oranges heing allowed to
be sent down into those distriets, [
peinted out to the objectors that we have
in our midst timber mills and other cen-
tres of population where people demand
¢itrus fruits, and that we down there
are not in a position to supply those
fruits, and, therefore, it was only to be
expected that the Minister would =zay,
“Fither you have to let the eitrus fruits
in from a comparatively clean distriet,
or we will wipe ont the restriction alto-
gether and let ihe fruit come in from
Perth and evervwhere else” I strongly
urged on them not to make too much
fuss about the Harvey fruit coming in,
hecause I knew if they did they would
have the whole of the restrictions re-
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moved, and citrus fraits  woud  pour
in from all parts of the State, with the
result that we would he inundated with
the deadly pest. T hope the Mintster will
see that the most stringenl regulations
are carried ont, and that the officials on
the railway are made to act up to them;
that is fo say, nof to receive fruit not
properly siamped. By deing this he will
be doing good to everyone in the State.
Then there is the question of vermin
beéards, and the destruction of wild dogs.
T doubt if hon. members have the faintest

idea of the enormouns destruction of stock

carried on by wild dogs in the Warren
country and down in the Leeuwin dis-
trict. There the settlers will testify that
the dingoes, not content with killing the
" ealves, are killing the foals, and killing
three-year-old rickety steers. The din-
wous travel in packs of from 20 to 30
strong, like wolves. They are mot pure
dingoes; they have interbred and are big
heavy animals of undoubted fierceness.
The destrnetion they are doing is appal-
ling. A poley cow has abselutely no
chance of defending her ealf against
them, When I tell yon the dingoes are
killing the foals you will have a faint
idea of the damage they are doing. They
chase a rickety steer down the hills un-
til the animal falls, when the dogs im-
mediately tear his inside out. Vermin
boards should be esiablished, and the
Government shonld give pound for
pound, hecanse, except something is done
in the near future, we shall nol he able
‘to keep sheep down there at all, or caitle
either, We tried some vears ago de-
horning stock hecanse we found they
were so much quieter in the yard for
milking purnoses; but we have since
found thdt on turning out these dehorned
cattle they. like the poley cow, eonld not
defend their calves, with the consequence
that we lost enormously. From one herd
40 calves were lost in one year. The tak-
ing away of the subsidy has not had any
good resalt. 1 will admit that it has
heen shamefully abused. T have known
instances of tails being broughi in from
other States, and we have had to pay
for them. I have known instances, too,
in the northern portion of the-State, of
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the tame dogs belonging to aborigines
being shot down in scores and payment
claimed on the tails. Unfortunately we
fave bad to contend against this sort of
thing, but the position to-day is so ser-
ious that something must be done, or in
the far South we will not have cattle, or
sheep, or horses, or anything else, for
the dingoes will drive them all out. In
conclusion 1 notice that ke Commis-
sioner for the South-West is continually
urging that we should have lime down
there, We have been driven from Lake
Clifton to near Rockingham, and from
Rockingham we are now being sent on
somewhere near Dongarra. Has any-
thing definite been arrived at yet? It is
high time something was done in regard
to lime. [f the Dongarra propesition is
the best one, by all means let us have it
from Dongarra, but let us have it from
somewhere and without further delay,

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [10.0): After
listening Lo the speakers I doubt if much

of the expenditure I see on the votes
under the Minister for  Agriculture
is justified. There has been much

talk ever since I have been a member of
this Chamber about the potentialities of
the Soulh-West. We have been told that
anything will grow there and that farm-
ers ean produce anything, but they have
been going to produce it ever since [
have been a member of this Chamber and
long before. " The member for Nelson
(Mr. Willmott) spoke about the dim long
ago when they used to milk 140 cows in
the South-West, and said that there were
now two cows there. The probahility is that
these fwo cows would be on the one farm.
That allows not very many eows for the
whole district. He said that in the old
days there were cream factories in the
South-West, but I take it there are still
butier factories down there. T have said
on  a previous oceasion that anyone
going to the South-West had to drink
condensed milk in his tea. The hon, mem-
ber for Nelsun said that after the old
hand system liad been done away with
separaiors were obtained and that the
number of c¢ows had dwindled down. Inei-
dentally the hon. member, I suppose, lost
an honest living. That being so, T doubt
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it we had bad Estimates in the dim long
agn, we wonld have seen in connection
with the development of the South-West
a sum of £756 put down for a Commis-
sioner, then another £377 and another
item a little earlier on the Eslimates for
£432 for another .officer. 1 donht if that
money is being put to the best interests
of the people in those parts of the State
concerned, and I wonder what benefit we
are getting from it. The hon. member
went on to say that the land was so fer-
tile that it would grow anything. [ have
been in the farming distriets at a time
when the people have nobbled a Minister
al a ralway station, deputationised him,
and told him that the country was se poor
that even the erows would not {ly over it.
When they bad the Minister well primed
up with their wants they would then
have a banquet and | must say they
treated Ministers and members well. They
had a different piefure to present ai the
banquet. Then the Jand was flowing with
milk and honey, all over it was pietured
the eream factories of my hon. friend,
the member for Nelson, and the milk
of these 140 cows would he flowing
around. In fact, the country was shown
to he capable of produeing anything.
Representing a goldfields distriet 1 have
always been al a loss to understand where
to find the logie of the argument. |If
the country is as poor as represented
when deputaiions wait on  Minisiers,
ihen I contend that it is not worth while
doing auything for it. 1f, on the other
hand, the district is as sucecesstul as ii
appears to be at the banqguets. then there
i€ no help wanted at all and the people
ought to rely upon their own resources.
1 notice right through 1he Estimates in
every branch of agriculture in the State
experts are provided for. There are
also assistant experis. and in some
eases there are inspectors and senior in-
speciors, all in these stressful times.
1 want to find out from the Minister if
it is possible, when we bring specifie in-
stances of small salaries hefore him—not
to mention the crowd of elerks every-
where—if he will take inte consideration
the salaries allotted to these higher-paid
officials and the work whieh they are do-
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ing, and consider whether the employment
of these experls is justified af the pre-
sent time, and if (hese items cannot bhe
touched as well a< others which amount
to very little at all, 1 think, with all the
strides that agriedture is supposed
to have made in this State, it is
astonishing that we should have to pay
for a Commissioner for the Soulh-
West, a Commissioner for the Wheat
Belt, a Commissioner for fertilisers, a
Commissioner for fruit industries, a
pathologist and other officers in all
the various sciences that are employed
to  assist the farmer. 1 want this
Chamber to consider the question of whe-
(ther the services of these gentlemen are
worth anything te the State. The agricul-
turists should do something to show their
appreciation of the ‘scrvices ol these ex-
perts by eultivating their lands in the
way that is indicated to them.  The
country districts and the State are not
getting the beneflil from the agriculinral
industry that some members think, My
tden is that unless the people are willing
to put into practice much of the
seientifie knowledge that these experis
are giving them 1t is better for us
to do away with the experts altogether.
I hope when the items are heing con-
sidered that members of the Chamber will
consider this question and 1 trust that the
Minister will give just as earnest consi-
deration to the salaries of these experts
as he has heen giving in the lower |d
eivil servants,

Mr. JAMES GARDINER (Irwin)
[10.5]: When 1 look at the large sum

here for the purpose of developing agri-
culture, 1 frequently wonder. as the mem-
ber for Leonora did, whether the State
can be getting full value from ihe
scientific knowledge of rhe experis. and
whether the State 15 beecoming richer
as (he result of the emplovment of
these experis. 1 do hope from this
out that ihe Commissioner for the
Wheat Belt is going te be allowed to
he the (‘ommissioner fer the Wheat Belt.
We have in Mr, Sutton a man whose
heart and soul is In the development of
his work. bui he has heen kept on leo
many jobs in other departments because
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he is a willing hoise. The Government

emploved him as the Commissioner for

the Wheat Belt. He probably has the
Lest scientitic knowledge of" any man in
Australin of the breeding of wheats, but
we keep him in his offiee all the time,
The inigter For Lamnds: We do not.
Mr, JAMES GARDINER: At all
events he is kepl there for a great part
of his time. He is employed as Commis:
sioner for the Wheat BHelt and 1 say the
sponer i s recegnized that he is the Com-
missioner fur the Wheat Relt, that le
possesses it very great knowledge as to
the mamner in whieh the land shonld be
cultivated, and as (o the most suitable
wheat for the different distriets and the
sooner that knowledge is made available
ihe hetter it will be for the development
of the wheat belt in particular and for
the people of the country in general
Farmers will be able to put into practice
the advice which lis knowledge enables
him to give them and they will thus be
able to cultivate the land in a hetter

fashion. Why keep the Commissioner
engaged wpon the Industries Assist-

ance Board and other matters of that
sort which keep him in his office when he
ought te he in a position to be out doing
his own particular work? We saw the
error which was made in Professor Low-
rie's ease. Do not let us repeat it. If
we ate going to have experts fo put into
cireulation expert knowledge—and that is
why we employ them~—and it-is geing to
he of henefit to the State and hear fruif,
it will only bear fruil when these mea ean
go ouf into the districts and give prae-
tical demonstrations and enable the peo-
ple to obtain practical advice. For good-
ness’ sake, hecanse we lhave a man who is
willing to do anything that he is asked to
do, let us not shoulder too mueh hurden
npon him but rather let ns make nse of
the knowledge which he is so admirahly
qualified to impart. There is no disgnis-
inir the faet that there are altogether too
man - wheats used in Western Australia,
Fverv man has a fad in wheat. Tf we
have o man advising us probably we shall
eet the Wheat most suitable for individual
districts.  YWhere the areas have a light
rainfall we know that they are irying to
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weet the difficulty by getting a quick-
cutting wheat. We wani experts to give
advice to the people, the advies that it is:
necessary they should have. We do not
want wheat that does well i one district
but will not do well in another distrief.
We want the advice of, this expert more
particularly. I have no knowledge of the
other (ommissioners, T say that Mr.
Moody and Mr. Connor apparently ean
devute the whole of their time to their
specific. work.  X'r. Button is, however,
a sort of jack of all {rades and is drafted
inte numerous other duties just because
he s willing to work., T hope the Min-
ister will remember this and see if we are
gelling the best advanlage out of these
experts, and also to see whether this vote
of £47,000 is giving the best return that
18 possible. We do not seem to be getting
much forrarder. We are no nearer pro-
ducing hutter to-day in any quantities
than we were 10 years ago.

Mvr. George: That is because the Com-
misstoner for that partienlar work is
supplying milk for the lunatie asylum in
Claremont.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: Are we
any bearer to producing hutter in any
part of the State than we were 10 vears
ago? If we are not what is the good of
going on eontinually paving these sal-
aries and incurring all this expense?
Are we developing our fruit industry?
1 believe we are. Ts that development
coming about as the resnlt of the scien-
tifie knowledge we are placing at the dis-
posal of the people. or is it a natural de-
velopment? When we come to a vole as
big as that, either the State has a right
to believe that it is getfing an indirect
and dirvect henefit as the result of the
employment of these specialisis, or else
we ought to gel rid of them.

Mr. HARRISON (Avon) [10.13]:
This vole is the most important to the
State at the present time. I do not
agree with some of the remarks which
have heen made hy the member for
T.eonora {Mr. Foley). These experts of
onrs are, I believe, doing good work. T
had the pleasure of being up at the
Nangeenan farm the other day.  This
shows & very great improvement during
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the last couple of years. It also affords
a very insiructive object lesson. We saw
how the crops were being affected by a
disease which we had not particularly
notieed before. We also saw varielies of
wheat which were being more or less
affected, and which afforded a demonstra-
lion to the people in the surrounding dis-
tricts of the way te avoid bad results,
and also an object lesson of how to de-
velop in this direetion in the future. If
we can get knowledge, without going to
personal expense, from the establishment
of these experimental farms, then they
are going to be a saving to the country
and a henefit to the whole State. We
have at the present time the prospect of
a very big harvest. Last April we went
to the assistanee of a great number of
farmers and through that assistanece a
large area has been put under crop. The
result of that is that we will have what
appears to be an abundant harvest. But
what is going to he the position of the
farmers after it has heen marketed? The
cost of putting that wheat on the market
after paying freight, insurance, and
ather charges, will be such that it will be
questionable whether the farmer will have
anything with whieh to earry on. There
1= one phase that I think ounght to be
faken up by the merchants of Perth, be-
canse although the farmers soffer
directly, the traders and ihe people
throughout the State will suffer in-
directly. T asked a ¢uestion about chaft
jites. in regard to whiech farmers stand
to Inse £91,000. The farmers eannot
afford sueh a loss. and the position is
likely to be aceentuated by the jutes be-
ing higher in valne. T am eiven to un-
derstand that one of the early erops had
to be cut for hav. and that it took three
dozen hage per ton, That means that the
jutes will cost £1 a ton. The resnlt is
thai the chaff will hardly pay to harvest.
and to put on the market. Tt will alse
mean that the State cannot expect to be
recouped for the assistance it has ren-
dered. T wani the Minister to realise
what the farmers are actually losing in
this particular direction. and we all know
that the State cannot afford to let the
farmers suffer a loss. Another point T
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wish to toueh upon i in regard to the
mazufacture of butter. Whal have we
done? My firm convietion is that if the
same amount of ability had been dis-
played and ecapital spent in other parts
of the State, outside the South-Wesiern
area, we would have produced more than
enough butter for our own consumption,
My opinion is that if the primary pro-
ducer saw that he was going tv make
more money ounf of butter he would soon
embark on that industry. It has to be
remembered, however, that the making
of butter involves working not six days
a week but seven days a week. and from
early morning until nightfall. We kpow
that the cows have to be milked regularly,
and they have to be kepl in good eondi-
tion otherwise we will not get a good flow
of milk. In the South-West a lot of
maney has heen spent, but what is the
result of it all? We also have an expert.
I was at Busselton over 16 vears ago,
and there was a butter factory in exist-
ence then. On the occasion of a recent
visit T was fold (hat there were not one-
fifth of the cattle at Busselton to-day
that were to be seen there 15 years ago.
1 think thal ihe attention of our expert
onght to be direcied to some other paris
of the State. There were 22 exhibits of
butter at Tammin recently, and the ex-
hibitor who won there took firsl prize at
the Roval Show, where there were only
five exhibits. e shall whip the South-
West in our areas if the South-West is
not careful. The cost of clearing land in
the South-West is a big handicap. If it
requires £30 an acre to do that work, a
man’s capital soon becomes exhausted.
Dairving on modern lines could he ear-
ried on between Toodvay and Beverlev
for considerably less than it takes to
clear the land in the South-West.  Our
expert should turn his attention to those
parts of the State where ensilage can he
made, and where dairving could be car-
ried out on a cheaper basis.

Mr. Thomsen: Have you ever inviled
him to your distriet?

Mr. HARRISOXN: I have-alwavs been
under the impression that he is the Com-
missioner for the South-West, and myv
distriet is not in the South-Wesfern area.
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My, Thoms=on: He has been in my dis-
triet,

Mr. HARRISON: T do not think he
should confine his atlenlion enlively to
the South-west. Tis feld ought to be
wide, and le ought to investigate the pos-
sibilities of thos=e parts of the Siale where
the land is good and where theve is un
adequate water supplv.  There is room
for impruvement in this department, be-
cause if we confine vur attentions to the
South-West the propuosition of dairying
will be a very slow one. Primwry pro-
duction should be stimulated, and if we
van de that with the aid of this vote it
will he the best we shall have passed.

Hon. J. MITCHELL (Northam)
[10.251: 1 woull like to hear from the
Minister whether it is possible for private
shippers to charter apart from the Gov-
ernment, The Minister went to the East
and told us on lus return that the Gov-
ernment had arranged to do the shipping
for the wheat growers of Australia. He
told us also that two firms had been en-
raged to carry out this work, and they
were going to charge five per cent, for
their tfrouble. L have heen wondering if
the people realise whether it would be
rizht to make the hest terms for them-
solves, notwithstanding this arrangement,
T helieve that the merchants can. take any
freight offering. T ihink it would Dbe
well for the Minister to make it elear to
the publie that there is no oceasion to pay
this five per cent. to the Federal anthori-
ties, nnad that theve ic na oecasion to take
the Federal aunthoritics s, Treight. T
think there ought to be competition, cven
in these limes of short tonnage, T want
the Minister to say just what the position
is. If our crop will be what we expect
it to he. thiz five per cent, will amount
to something that will astonish even the
memher for Subiaco (M. B. J. Stubbs).
A good deal has heen said about agmrieul-
tural development. It is all very well for
the memher for Teonora (Mr. Foley) to
talk nbout butter factories in the South-
west, and the possibilily of dairyvinz
down there. -but even in this House we
find men who are prepared to decry thi=
invdlustey.  The hon, member for Freman-
tle the ather nizht said that a grent manv
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men had been ruined by having been put
on the land. He thought {he last thing
a man =houid engage in was agriculture.
When Fremantle was in dire trouble. did
1 noi lake the unemployed of the fown
and put fhem on the land? T believe
they are doing pretty well to-day. Yet
the nmember for Fremantle deeries agri-
culture.  But we must have increased
population. We must have hundreds of
thousands of people to do any good, es-
pecially in the Sonth-West, In this coun-
try we have many men who can help us.
In the University we have Professor Pat-
erson, and T helieve the Minister has ar-
ranged for him to assist with demonstra-
tions. If lie is listened to he will do a
cgrent deal of pood. There is no doubt
about his ability, and he will be a sue-
cessful adviser.

My, Foley: What good will listening
to lim do?

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I do not know
what good it would do the hon. member;
it would do me a great amount of good,
and also other people who listened intel-
ligently. What more could 300,000 peo-
ple do than they are doing? T agree
with ilie member for Irwin (Mr. James
Gardiner) that Mr. Sutton should be al-
Jowed to attend to the wheat farmers. The
other commissioners are deing good work
in aceordance with their opportunities,
Wlhen dairying comes to be established
in the South-West there will be a great
deal to be done.

Mr. Folev: Sinee the Commissioner for
the South-West came to this State we
have imparted maore dairy produce than
evar before.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I know we are
importing a great deal of produce, but
T do not know that Mr. Connor could have
done more than he hag with the money
at his disposal. More money will be
found for him in time. The South-West
ia receiving a great deal of attention, and
T think it has developed very rapidly,

Mr. Foley: How much work is there
for the irrigation expert?

The Minister for Mines: T am spending
£40,00 on irrigation at the Harvey this
vear,
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Hon. .. MITt HELL: Aad. apart from
big schemes, some 310 peuple are at work
to-day on small projects. Enconragement
should be given ru evers form of produe-
tion. We have heard sometbing of Lhe
need for lime. | doubt if the Minisier
can profitably take lime from Dongarra
to Busselton, 'T'he Minister spoke of the
potato regulations. 1 hear that blight has
made its appearance in the South-West.
1f that is 80, ihe regulations will no longer
be vequired, If the Minister listens to
the importers he will very soon have hix
regulations sel aside. I am glad to hear
a decent word for Denmark at last. Den-
mark and the whole of the South-West
shoulil receive attention. We must have
drainage and lime and clearing by {raetor
and special settlement, and we must bring
in cattle in large numbers. I hope we
shall Lear nothing furthber against agri-
culture from the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Carpenter) now that I have re-
minded him of the success of that seltle-
mett whicl absorhed so many of the pen-
ple of Fremantle. 1 hope also that the
Minister will see that the various experts
do the work we brought them here to do.

Mr. GEORGE (Murray- Wellingion)
[1038]: T hope the Minister will give
thuose experts proper opportunity of
doinz their work. Take Mr. Connor, the
Commissioner for the South-West; his
principal work at present eonsists in
looking after the dairy farm at Clare-
mont.

He

The Minister for Lands :
touches it.

Mr. GEORGE: Well, it is very little
we see of him in the South-West. T know
Mr. Connor had a great deal to do with
the estahlishment of the Claremont dairy
farm,

The Minisier for Lands: He advised
at the start; that was all.

Mr. GEORGE : He must have done
more than that. At all events the people
down the South-West would hke to know
what has hecome of their Commissioner.
They have nof seen him for some time;
they know him to be a man of exceptional
vigonr, and therefore they feel that his

Never
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absence i5 nol due to any fauli of his
oWIL. ’

The Minisier for Lands: He has a free
hand to go where he will, and do the hest
he ean.

e GRORGE: 0 am glad 1o hear tle
Ainister say that, 1 feetl sure Mr. Con-
nor has heen engaged on something or
other which will he disclosed 1o us
shortly.

The Minister for Lands: T will ask for
an explanation to-morrow.

Mr. GEORGE: In regard to the fruit
industry, the fruit growers appreciate the
efforts of the Commissioner but would
like to see more of him. We have heen
ealled upon to pay for lhe registration
of our orchards and we would like to
know what is being done with the money-
raised from sueh registration,

The Minister for Lands: Extra inspec-
tors are being appointed.

Mr. GRORGE: We would like to know
where the inspectors are who are going
to look after the Fruit fly, We are
anxious that this pest shall be stamped
out as scon as possible. There is u Stafe
farm at Brunswiek which has been a
white elephant for years. During the
last year or so, a demonstration orechard
has been planted there, but this farm has
never heen able to pay expenses. Money
has been poured inte it by Government
after Glovernment; firsi one expert and
then another has dealt wilth it, hat the
money spent has never shown a profit
for the work done.

The Minister for Lands: Would vou
suggest that an experimental farm should
be run for profit?

Mr. QEORGFE: That farm is not an
experimental favin in the proper sense
of the word and the people in the distriet
do nol learn anyihing from it except
what 10 aveid, and that is the indis-
eriminafe expenditure of money.

The Yinister for Lands: Then we will
elose it up.

Mr. GEORGE: This farm comprises
some of the best land in the distriet, ans
with ihe appliances provided and the
money spent upon it, that farm ouzht to
he able to pay its way. The only experi-
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menl tried was that of growing lucerne,
and this has been ruined by the couch
grass and has heen a thing of the past
for two or three years. There are some
cows on the farm, but what else is there?
Yet look at the expenditwre on  that
farm ' When money has been provided
almost ad Ub., when the hest of imple-
menis have been supplied and any num-
ber of men have been wade available, the
farm should pay its way. This farm has
never paid ils way, and, so far as T can
see, it never will, The question of litne
is another importanl matter. The land
of this Stale is deficieni in lime, There
has been a proposition under considera-
fion by the Government, not for months
or weeks, but for vears, to obtain lime
from Lake Clifton and other lakes on the
“eoast. There is a hig deposit of lime
which has heen declared by experts to be
absolutely right; it simply needs to be
dug out and having been dug wonld be
all ready for spreading on the land, and
it ean be supplied cheaply, The (nes-
tion of eonnecling these deposits with
the South-Western railway has been
brought before the Hounse several times.
I have given notice of a motion to diseuss
this matter, but the point is if the Gov-
ernment desire to help the farmers, we
have the stoff there whieh they want. If
we cannot hnild the railway, let someone
else do it.

The Minister for Lands: That is under
eonsideration,

Mr. GEORGE: During the last few
vears, there have been offers without
number to huild a private railway in
order to supply the lithe (o the people
who need it. The Government may be
considering it now, but they have taken
a long time fo consider a matter which
shonld have taken not more than a few
days.

Mr, Willmott: The other Government
considered it for many years, too.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, they did not.

T [Mr. McDowall resumed the Chair.)

Mr. GEORGE: T do not think this de-
posit was ever hrought nnder the notice
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of the previous Government. This lime
is there, and the farmers and orchardists
all over the State want it. There is an
unlimited quantity, and it will provide
traftic for the railways which could have
done with such additional tralfie during
the last 12 months. The Govermment
might say they have not the funds with
which to build the railway, If they do,
then for goodness’ sake let someone else
build it, Why should their objection go
so far as to say—“We know youn want
the lime and ought fo have it, but we
have not the funds with which {o build
the line, and we will not let anyhody
else build (he line, so vou must starve.”
What would be wrong with the Govern-
meni aceepting a proposition for the line
fo be built to the standard of Govern-
menl vailways and the Government to
have the right (o take it over at any time
at its cost. This would satisfy the people.
Thev want the lime, but they do not
want the Government to content {hem-
selves with talking about it. Why shonld
the supineness of the Government or the
denseness of cancus prevent the develop-
ment of the South-West in this way?
We want the lime for every possible pur-
pose on the land, and I hope the (overn-
ment will see that we get it. T should
like to have some information from the
Giovernment regarding the rabbit-proof
fence. Tt is proposed to spend something
like £9.000 more this year on the upkeep
of the fence. We do nol wish to cut
down the vote if the fence is getiing into
disrepair and this outlay is necessary to
reinstate it, but in view of the amount
expended on the fence in past vears, the
House has a right to know why snch a
tremendous sum is requirgd this year to
put the fence right. A party who knows
something about the fence fold me that
this £9,000 increase was inlended to in-
elnde the fence in the North over which
there has been such a lot of trouble with
the pastoralists. If this is so the amount
should not be included here. In the Esti-
mates there is an item of £1,700 for the
stabling of stock for Government depart-
ments. T do not see any reconp in con-
nection with this item. Why should this
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dej artiment stahle the stoek for other de-
partments and receive nothing tor ic? |
hope the MMinister will explain  this
matter, !

Mr, THOMSOX ({Katanning) [10.49]:
Members represenring agticuliural dis-
tricts are naturally interesied in 1his
particular vote. [ do nut agree with the
member for lLeonora (Mr. Foley) in his
remurks regarding the experts. In these
days farming is becoming a science and,
provided we gef ihe full henefit of the
experience of these experts, such expen-
diiure is money well spent. T think that
in the Comnissioner for the wheat belt,
Mr. Sutton, we have a man who knows
his business, T think too that the sugges-
tion made by the member for Irwin (Mr.
James Gardiner) is one which should be
carefully eonsidered, that we should find
out the wheat which is best adapted to
the various districts.

The Minister for Lands: [t is already
in operation. .

My. THOMSON: 1 am pleased to
hear that from the Minister. In connec-
tion with experimental farms, we hardly
expect some of them to pay. T think the
Government might to a certain extent
try experiments in the various districts
and try experimental plots in the dif-
ferent nualities of soil. That might prove
a benefit to the particular distriet con-
cerned. Tf our experimental farms, with
gll ‘the appliances at command, are not
made a success of they shounld be. The
Government provide every econvenience,
every facility, plenty of money, and all
the necessarv machinery. If they cannot
be made a snecess nnder these conditions
it is difficuit for the farmer who has not
these conveniences to become suceessful.
It at the State farms the stuff cannot be
made to grow with all the conveniences
at command, how ean the farmer do so?

The Premier: Tests are made some-
times to prove that certain classes of
wheat are not good. In cases of that
sort there would be a loss,

Mr. Wilmott: The hon. member did
not sav the experimental farms had to be
made to pay.
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The Minisier for Lands: You cannot
make a sucvess of a thing unless yvou
make it pay.

Me, THIOMSON: In regard. fo the
dairving indnstry, [ think it must be
wratifving to the leader of the Opposi-
tion lo find that the Governmeni have
copied another of his suggestions, or at
least stolen one of the planks of his
platforn.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs;
had a plattform.

Mr. THOMSOXN: The hon.
knows all about the platform.

The Premier: There are no planks
in it

Mr. THOMSON: T am pleased to say
that the Government have adopted one
of the planks of the platform of the
Liberal Government, which was then in
power. to give cows to the seitlers.

The Minister for Lands: here are
we doing that?

Mr. THOMSOXN : Members opposite
ridienled a good many of the suggestions
or planks of the Liberals but they have
adopted them, and are supplying the
settlers with eows. T say this is a step
in the right direction. T congratulaie the
Minister on lis endeavour to starl a
hutter factory at Albany. .

The Premier: State enterprises again.

Mr. THOMSON: Probably it is a
Siate enlerprise. The hon. member for
Forrest (Mr. O'Loghlen) interjected
thal we in Western Australin could not
compete with Tasmania in the manufae-
fure of jams, Unfortunately we in West-
ern Australia are up against that pro-
position through Federation. We are not
able to do the same as has been done in
Vietoria where they established the but-
ter indnstry, und where they were able
to give honuses in this direetion. We are
not in a position to give bonuses. T un-
derstand that this is prohibited now hy
the Cammonwealth Government.

Mr. E. B. Jobhnston: They can ecer-
tainly stop any bonuses if thev like.

Mr. THOMSON: And thexr wonld
stop them very quickly. When we had
preferential treatment so far as hard
wonds were concerned, and the railways
charped a hizher rate for imported hard

T did not know he

member
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woods from the Hastern States, the Com-
monwealth Government stepped in and
inade us breat them on the same lines
and carry them at (he same rate as the
local woods.

My, Heitmann:
differeni.

Mr, THOMSON: I is purely a mat-
ler of how the hon, member views it. 1f
the Federal Government can do thaf on
sueh an ttem as the earrying of limber on
ounr railways, which munst indeed have
been a small matter to them, what are we
to do when entering into eompetition in
the bhutter industry?

The Minister for Works:
woods are you speaking of?

Mr, THOMSON: Blue gum, for in-
slance.

The Minister for Works:
been a lot of that here.

Mr, THOMSON :
prove my argument.

The Minister for Works: Did we
bring in as mueh as £3 worth?

Mr. THOMSON: We have imported
from the Eastern States for a period of
seven wonths £218,083 worth of butter
and from overseas £31,137 worth, or a
total of £240,220 worth of butter for Lhis
period. T say that it is time we stopped
that leakage. With reference to the re-
mark made by the hon. member for Avon
{Mr. Harrison) aboul the Commissioner
tor the South-West, I can bear out what
the Minister for Lands said when he
stated that Mr. Connor had a free hand.
Tt eannot be said that my distriet is in
the South-West, but we have had the
privilege of receiving a visit from M.
Connor and he gavé two lectures there.
T hope his visit will be beneficial to that
portion of the State, I would like to
congratulate the Minister on his endea-
vonr to start a bacon factory.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: That is another
of the planks, I suppose.

Mr. THOMSON: T always congratu-
late the Government when I believe they
are doing right. These are one or two
instances in which they are doing right.
Unfortunately they are not always right,
in my opinion. There are rare occasions

That wonld be quite

What hard

There has

That only goes to
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on whieh the Government are correct in
what they are doing, and when they
are | believe in giving them a certam
smount of praise. 1 am pleased that the
Glovernment are endeavouring to foster
the bacon industry. For a period of seven
months we had imported into Western
Australia £115,000 worth of bacon. This
came from the Easlern States, but [
helieve it could all have been prodieced
in Western Anstralia. 8o far as the
dairying and bacon industries are eon-
certtecl, when times are prosperous and
men arve getiing a hving easily, it is diffi-
enlt to gel them to tackle these partieular
industries. The butter industry was es-
tablished m Vietoria at ile end of (he
boom when we had that great smash. [
remember 1hose times in Victoma myself,
and 1 hope we will never have any(hing
like it here. T had to walk about the
streets of Melbourne and also through
the country, and had to work for any-
thing from s, a week and tueker. That
is the time when the . butter industry was
started in Victoria. If we ave gving lo
have a slack tine here—and I lope we
shall have men ecoming out from the Old
Couniry after the war—I trust that we
shall be able to get men to tackle the
butter industry. I consider that with the
modern facilities which are at hand, such
as milking machines, etc., this industry
1s not going to be as hard upon men ns
it was in the early days. I hope that in
the not distant future Western Australia
will be included in the States that are pro-
ducing buiter. There is, unfortunately,
a preat prejudice against loeal butter. Tn
normal times the people who happen to
he milking a few cows in an agricultural
districi get for iheir bntter from the
storekeeper 4d. to Gd. per pound less than
the ewrrent price of imported butter.

The Winister for Works: That wonld
he only at Katanning.

Mr, THOMSON : Possibly, hut Katan-
ning is an important centre. The store-
keepers asseri that they can only sell
loeal hutter for pastry butter. However,
during the recent shortage, when the price
was up, a Katanning storekeeper was ahle
to send his imported butter to Perth and
sell it there al an increased price, and in
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the meantime he supplied his loeal evs-
tomers with Western Australian buiter.

Mr. Green: And did he get un increased
price for thai too?

Mre. THOMSOXN: Certainly. For my
part, I prefer the local butter every time,

The Premier: You want to induee your
unpatriotie storekeeper at Katanning lo
do likewise.

Mr, THOMSON : As regards the Fruit
fndustries - Commissioner, 1 have had
many complaints made to me with res-
pect to inspeetion of fruit. There was
an outbreak of codlin moth in my dis-
trict; and in the vase of one man, simply
becanse he was within the threc-mile
vadius of an infected orchard, though
absolutely not a trace of codiin moth was
found in his orchard, and though the in-
rpector who packed the fruit for him ad-
mitted it to be one of the finest samples
he had seen in Western Australia, yet
that man was absolutely prohibited from
selling the fruit in his own district. He
had to send it to Kalgoorlie, with the re-
sult that for the fruit packed by Inspee-
tor Ramage he obtained a return of 1ls.
fid. per case. The regulations should be ad-
minjstered with a certain degree of dis-
eretion. Certainly they pressed bardly
on that man; and he was only one of
many similarly prohibited in that distriet.
Then as regards citrus fruits, Subject
to inspection, oranges are permitted fo
come to my distriet from Harvey, where,
admittedly, there is fruit fly. Neweastle
oranges, however, are prohibited from
coming to Katanning, Why cannot in-
spection be applied in the case of New-
castle? 1f froit is allowed to be sent to
Katanning from Harvey, why shonld
fruit-growers at Newcastle, who are
wholly dependent on their fruit crops, be
debarred from doing likewise and be com-
pelled to send their product to the gold-
fields, where there is a glut? No doubt
it 15 a good thing for our Kalgoorlie
friends, who get eheap fruit. T agree that
every effort should be used to combat
fruit pests, especially in their initial
stages; but, I vepcat, the regulations
should be administered with diseretion.
T.ike the member for Murray-Wellington
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{Myr. George), 1 shall want to know from
tha Minister why on the rabbit-prunf
fence there is an inerease gf £8,775. In
my opinion, if the money expended on the
construction and the upkeep of the fence
bad been advanced to settlers for the pur-
pose of fencing their holdings, it would
have been far more advantageously ex-
pended.

The PPremicr: Buat then the settlers
wonld not pay their rates, the same as
at Carnarvon,

My, THOMSON: | know the Govern-
ment have never let me off paying any
of my jusl dues, and | do not think ihey
will let anyone else off, As I said in
epening, I desire to cungratulate the Min-
ister on having endeavoured to foster the
butter industry. At the same time, |
am afraid that his butter factory in Al-
bany is a little too far away. He ig, ol
course, not ic blame for that. In my
opinion the Albany cold stores are in the
wrong position. Had they been placad
practically in the town of Albany, they
would have been a paving propesition.

The Premier: [t would pay us to serap
the Albany cold stores. I think.

Mr, THOMSON : In their present posi-
tion they will not, I fear, receive the sup-
port one would like this Government en-
terprise lo wet. There are one or two
items on which T shall probably ask ques-
tions, but 1 wish to offer the Minister my
congratulations on at least two of the
movements he has initiated,

NMr. WANSBROUGH (Beverley)[11.9] :
I suppose [ must follow suit and have
something to say on these Estimates, T
ghall not take up much time, neither shall
T be at all caustic in my criticism. The
first matter to which 1 wish to refer is
that of inspection of fertilisers. 1 take
it the item on these Estimates is intended
to deal principally with the qualiiy of
fertilisers, and in that respect T consider
the Government are doing good work. T
should, however, like tu see a little more
attention paid to the weight of fertilisers
as shijiped from the works. T recognise
that in this respect the recently pnssed
Weighls and Measures Bill will do a cer-
1ain amount of zood: bat there has heen
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in many instances a large diserepancy
between the weight of fertiliser as it bas
reached the tarmer and the weight sup-
pused to DLe supplied. I sineerely trust
that in future more attention will be
lail to that aspeet of the matter. I
regret to, observe thal the Estunates con-
tain no provision for the establishment
of an agricultural college. Not (hat I
am a stickler for any large expenditure
in that regard at the presenl time, but
my own distriet has had a promnse for a
number of vears now thai portion of the
Avondale estate would e set apart for
the parpose of an agricultural college.
[ would like the Minister t¢ make some
pronouncement in that respeer.  While
various other parts of the State have
those advantages the central division has
not enjoyed the privilege, and T think
a small amount ecould well be expended
in that direction. Another matter T wish
to say something about is the wages of
farin hands, and in that respect 1T would
like to hear from the Minister whether
he thinks he i getting value for the
money he has been spending. I do not
think so. Neither do I think any Gov-
ernment will get fvll value under the
existing system of eight hours a day on
a farm. The previous speaker referred
to the rabbit-proof fence. 1 hope that
portion of the increased amount which
has been placed on the Estimates will be
allocated towards erecting gales for set-
tlers at various distances.

The Premier: We might as well pull
down the fence altogether.

Mr. WANSBROUGH: I hope the Gov-
ernment will not adopt that attitude
simply because in the past some careless
people have left some of the gates open.
T have been along the fence as much as
anyone and I know of gross neglect on
the part of some settlers. Whoever is
responsible for this I would like {0 make
an example of, and I would like to see
someone put on to watch the gates with
the idea of bringing the offenders to
book. .

The Premier: Do you not think that in
the interests of the settlers themselves
they should keep a wateh over the gate<?
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Mr, WANSBROUGIH: The settlers
who live in close proximity (v the gates do
assist the department, but it is the gates
which are far removed from seitlement
that are invariably lett ‘open.

The Premier:  The setllers would help
the department if they caught the offend-
ers and enabled us to make examples of
them.

My. WANSBROUGH: In regard to
the .fence itself, 1 know of an instance
where in one locality ihe selilers have
gone to considerable expense in helping
to keep the fence in repair. L notice that
the vote tor the destruction of wild dogs
bas been reduced from £743 Lo £10. I
would like to know in which partieular
area the reduced sum is to be expended.
Between the two fences at the present
time the wild dog pest is pronounced and
1n faet, with the exception of the extreme
South-West, the animals are more pre-
valent between the fences than they are .
anywhere else. Another matter I want
to tomch upon is that of noxious weeds.
I notiece that a small sum is provided,
and in that respeet T desire to voice a
warning. Our railway routes at the pre-
sent time are breeding grounds for these
noxious weeds.

Mr. 1. B. Johnston: Especially stink-
wort.

The Premer: We are nol warranted
in spending money in eradieating stink-
wort.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : BSteps should
be taken to force the people to keep their
lands cleared.

The Premier: It is absolutely waste of
money trying to eradicate it,

Mr. WANSBROUGH : We have not
power enongh.

The Premier: Not money enough.

Mr. WANSBROUGH : Nor money
enough. 1 lope before the pesl
spreads much further that the Min-

ister will introduce legislation to cope
with it. There is no desire on my part
to see the agrieultural vote reduced. The
subsidies paid to the hortienltural and
agricultural societies should he con-
tinued. Tt is surprising to me te find
that the societies this vear have been able
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to do so well with their reduced sub-
sidies, but it is the duly of the Govern-
ment 1o assist them as much as they
possibly can.

The Premier: Tf they can do so well
under existing conditions lhey can do it
always,

Mr. WANSBROUGH: What is fair
for one should he Fair tor another. and
we find that in olher direetions there
tave been no reduclions.

Mr. PIESSE | Toodyay) [11.20;:
We all agree that the olticers men-
ficned by the Minister when intro-

ducing ilis vote are deserving of credit
for the conscientious way iu which they
have worked, with. [ venture to say,
varied success, I propose te refer more
particularly to the regulalions alluded to
by the member for Nelson {Mr, Will-
mott). “He congratulated the Govern-
nent, but T am sorry to say T eannot en-
dorse those congratulations. Like the
hon. member, T have an intimate know-
ledge of the fruit industry, and I regard
. the regulations recently adopted as heing
in a large measure farcical. They need-
lessly impose serious disadvantages on
one section of the community. Those
regulations prevent the dispateh of fruit
past Narrogin. A line is drawn through
Narrogin, and including the Harvey dis-
triet, and across that line froit suspected
of heing infected is prohibited from pass-
ing, the idea heing to protect those dis-
triets from fruit-fly, But those par-
tieular districts are already infested.
Harvey itself is an infested area. The
clearing of those distriets eould be hetter
accomplished by closer orchard inspee-
lion. The regulations will not ensure
that rrotection which is so mueh desired,
because fruit ean be carried on the rail-
way by passengers, and motor-cars con-
vey it intn all districis. Moreover. the
fruit is sold on certain railway platforms
to people (ravelling by the trains. There-
fore, the rewulations are not of mueh use.
The restrictions are unfair, because ex-
ira taxation has been imposed, though T
andl others have felt that additional taxa-
tion was neeessary to provide hetter in-
spection. The regnlations are unneees-
sarily stringent and the object of it all
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could be better attained by an improved
erchard inspeciion.  While citrus fraiis
will, if permitted, convey the pest into
the Mount Barker district, grapes are
almost immune from fruit-fly. The Great
Southern is an exeellent market for early
grapes from the Swan and the Easlern
distriets, and I fail to see why that fruit
should be prohibited from being is-
patehed down there. T quite realise the
neeessily  of protecting  distriets  like
Monnt Barker and Brideetown from the
pest, bui this conld be done withoul loss
to the grower. 1 liope the Minister will
revise the regmlations to this end. 1 s
necessary to provide that vegulations
framed under the Acl shall be submiited
to both Houses of Parliament for ap-
proval, | am afraid the Minister respon-
sible for the regulations is not fully cun-
versant with the cireumstances. The ob-
jeet desired can be betfer accomplished
hy a more reasonable regulation. The
question is a most important one.  The
Minister has a better prospect of suecess
in fostering the production of bacon than
in worrying about the produetion of
hutter.  Notwithstanding all that has
been said about the wonderful fertility
of the Sonth-West, Ihe great cost of es-
tablishing the butter indusiry is a bar to
its establishment on anvthing like exien-,
sive lines.

Hon, Frank
Gippsland?

Mr. PIESSE:  Gippsland had (he
atlvantage of a suitable cluss of set-
tler, an advantage not available to West-
ern Australia. Gippsland had the ad-
vantage of having experienced people
already settled in Vietoria to take up the
land and make a success of it. Here the
opportunities are not the same, Butter
will not be produced in Western Aus-
tralia until the pinch of necessity forces
people to embark en that line of produe-
tion.  Here the field is wide and the
population limited, and until necessity
brings its compulsion they will not give
altentinn to hatter production. Butter is
eszentially a necessary product. but there
are other productions more profitable to
the farmine communitv and at the same
time involving less lahour.

Wilson: What about
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.o GRIFFITHS  (York) [11.30]:
With one exception, practically every
sibject pertaining to agrienltnre has been
fouched upon by the various speakers,
and 1 would like to refer to the remain-
ing one. The eosl of producing wheat
this year will ran out at sowmething like
£2 3s. per acre. reights at 95s. per ton
will amount to 23, 7d. per bushel, selling
and handling charges will amount to 5d.
per bushel, railage 4d., bags 3d.,, and
twine 1d., making a total of 3s, 8d. per
bushel. This applies to settlers who are
within reasonable distance of a railway,
bhul those who are 20 miles.or morve dis-
tant from a railway will have to incur
an additional expense of 9d. per bushel
for carting, whieh will make {he cost fo
them 4s. 5d. a bushel. The price of wheat
in London recently was 52s. per quarter.

The Minister for Lands: It 15 57s. now.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: Taking the price
as 52s., # works out at 6s. 6d. per bushel,
which, after deducting the cost of pro-
duetion, 4s. 5d4. a bushel, will leave =a
balance of 2s. 1d. per bushel to pay for
seed, super, food, labour, insurance,
rents, ete.  In the distriet of Kumminin,
where the seltlers have to cart their
produce for 20 miles, two estimales

of the forthcoming yield have been
given, one a 12-bushel average and
the other a 15-bushel average. On

a 12-bushel average those settlers will
have 253s. per acre left after all charges

are paid, and on a 15-bushel average’

31s. 3d. to pay for the cost of produetion,
seed, ete, These settlers have to pay
exira carfage on their seed, super,
implements, food supplies, etc, and
there is this additional cost to them
of 94, per bushel for carting their
wheat to a raillway. 1 hope the
Minister will endeavour to find a few
miles of rails to help these seitlers, as
it would mean a great saving to them.
The MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. D. Johnson—Guildford—in reply)
[11.33): There is room for a difference
of opinion on varions matters which have
heen discussed, particularly in regard to
the policy we are pursuing respecting
tle State farms. These are the experi-
wrstal farms and we cannot expect them
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to he profitable. The profit we derive is
what we save the other fellow. We pre-
venl him from making mistakes by de-
nonstrating that eertain courses should
nol he parsued and therefore we our-
selves cannot expect (o make a sneeess of
the demonstration, It is vseless for mem-
hers to argne that we ean make a profit
from an experimental farm. The supply
of lime to the South-Western districts
I an mmportant question. I appreciate
the absolute neccssity for providing a
cheapy anil plentiful supply of lime. The’
Government are considering the question
of the deposits at Dongarra which are
said lo be valuable, and we are consid-
ering 2 suggeslion to exploit, by private
enterprise the deposit at Lake Clifton.
Regarding the remarks of the member
for Toodyay on the fruit fly, I appre-
ciate the fact that the regulations are in-
flicting hardship on certain growers. 1T
have considered the matter carefully and
I have told the Commissioner I am pre-
pared to endorse the regnlations he pro-
poses provided he is able to show ine re-
snults. After we have bad these regula-
tions in operation for some little time, it
will he necessary to review the sitnation
as we had 1o do in connection with the
potato regulations. I agree that grapes
are not attacked by fruit fly to the ex-
tent fthat other fruits are, and that there
15 not sneh a great risk of econveying the
pest to clean districts through the
medium of grapes. The matter of per-
mitting grapes to be sent to the Great
Southern distriets from the Eastern dis-
tricts will be investigated with & view
to deciding if anything can be done to
relieve the position for producers of
grapes in the Eastern districts. Regard-
ing the maintenance of the rabbit proof
fence, members have stated over and over
again that this item represents an in-
crease of £8,000. This is incorrect. It is
wonderful how members find an increase
of £9,000 and overlook on another page
of the Estimates a decrease of £10,000.
The incidental vole is np to £4,000 but
there are decreases in the various inei-
dentals connected with (he different
branches of the department. The Trea-
sary offirials stated that it would bhe pos-
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sible to economise if we grouped the
wiwle of the incidentals. This has been
done, and by so doing we have one ilem
of £L000, but if the items which were
previously inecluded are totalled, it will
he found that the amount for incidentals
falls shori of the same item for last
yvear, The ilem, maintenance for the rab-
bit proof fenee, shows a reduction of
£3,000. There is a reduciion in the in-
cidental items and there is a reduction
in the items generally.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Why did not you
put in an explanatory note? As it is, it
shows an increase of £2,000.

The MINISTER FOQR LANDS
Members have only to take the figures
for last year to realise that there is a
reduegion. Explanatory notes are not
necessary becanse wembers have only to
glance at the Estimates to see the group-
ing and the cousequent decreases.

This eoncluded the general debate on
the Estimates for the Agricultural De-
partment Votes and items were discussed
as follow :—

Vote—Salaries, L16,375: .

ltem—Commissioner for the South-
West, £756.

Y. ¥OLEY: The Minister remarked
that the Commissioner for the South-
West had practically a free hand. 1 con-
tend we are nol getting value for our
money in keeping this officer, The posi-
tion 15 not juslified at present and 1
move an amendment—

That the flem be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: There
is a differenrce of opinion as to whether
we require an expert in this eonnection.
I think Mr, Cornor’s posilion is neces-
sary. He is sirngzling against very great
difficulties but the results to-dax justify
Ins appointment.

Mr. Smith: Has he got an agreement?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No.
he is under the Public Serviee Aect.

Hon. Frank Wilson: It would be all
right if you developed the South-West,
but you do not do so.

Amendment put and negatived.

Ttem—Chief Inspector of Rabbits and
Vermin Boards, £504.
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Mr, FOLEY: This expenditnre is not
warranted, seeing we have an assistant
to the chief inspector and an assistant
inspector. Tt is a waste of money to
keep an oflicer like him employed. 1
contend that if the people inside the
fence are going to keep the rabbits down
the assistance people are receiving from
the chief inspeetor will not halih them 10
any grent cxtent. [ move an amend-
mwent—

That the item be struck out,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Hon.
memhbers cannot stike onr  an ilem
of this deseription. We lave over
£300,00¢ invested in the rabbit-proof
fence. Surely hon. mcmbers are not go-
ing to take up the attitude that we must
not have that inspection. There is an
enormous mileage of fencing to be got
over, and an enormous amount of eapital
ot the State has been invested in it. 1L
is absolutely essential to bave a perman-
ent staff employed in order to keep the
fence in a state of repair. Tf the fence
is allowed (o fall into disvepair, all thix
money will be wasted.

Mr, Smith: Why has lhe got an in-
crease?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Tha*
is because of the reelassifieation hoard.

Mr. HEITMANN: T agree thai it i
hardly fair to wipe out a position of
this sort. The time has come. however,
when the Government should reconsider
the whole quesiion of the rabbit-proot
fence. T am doubtful if this eountry is
ever going to receive the benefit which
was anticipated it would receive from
this fence,

Hon. Frank Wilson: Has it not kept
the rabbits back?

Mr. HETTMANN: I am inclined to
think it has not done so.

The Minister for Lands:
are had outiside the fence.

Mr. HEITMANN: One ean see them
on holh sides of the fence.

The Minister for Lands: Not to any
great extent: you see them between the
two fences.

Mr. HEITMANK: The hreakages
which have ocenrred in the fenee through
ficods are quite sufficient to have allowed

The rabbits
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millions of rabbits to get through, Rab-
bits have been in Geraldion for years. To
have a man speecially employed in going
up and down the fence as a chief inspec-
tor is & waste of money to my mind. He
does the ordinary amount of fravelling
that is done by each of his inspectors, and
I believe that the work eould be done by
the Agrienltural Department without em-
ploying a ehief inspector. This officer
was simply pitchforked in to an easy
chair, and the posilion is a positive
tarce. He werved a notice on the
Midiand Railway Company that they
would be prosecuted becanse a rabbit
was found on their land, which is about
a million acres, Then he served another
notice that a rabbit had bheen found on
their railway, which is 217 miles in length.
This department can bhe carried on with
the inspectors who are aectually doing the
work without the services of the chief in-
spector. T suggest to the Minister to
look into that braneh of his department,
with a view to effecting economy.

Hon, J. MITCHELL: This is a vast
department to administer. The chief in-
spector has not only to sunervise the
fence, but has alse to control his staff.
He is a capable officer, and 1 suppose the
fence has been more successful than any
similar fence in Aunstralin. [Lndeed, it is
perhaps the only successful fence of ils
kind in the Commonwealth. This would not
have been su had it not been for the ser-
vices of Mr. Crawford, The department
cannot be run without supervision.

Mr Foley: He does not supervise it;
the other inspectors do,

Hon. J. MITCHELL: I hope the vote
will be passed.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Contingencies, £31,032:

ltem—Incidental, including postages,
slalionery, advertising, fares and freights,
travelling expenses, head offlice generaily,
ete,, £4,000.

Mr. ROBINSON: There are many
things which could be explained in regard
tn this item. Last year the amount put
down for incidentals was £2,300, and only
£1,300 was expended, so that the vol»
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was £1,000 in excess of requirements.
This year it is proposed to vote £4,000
for these incidentals.

The Minister for Lands: That is in-
elusive of many other things from other
items.

The Premier: It takes in State farms,
fruit industries, rabbit-proof fence, and
stock,

Mr. ROBINSON: One wants alongside
one when dealing with the Estimates, a
Burrongl's adding machine, and a shori-
hand writer and typist to give one the
necessary information.

The Premier: This was arranged with
the definite object of iniroducing eeon-

" omy.

Mr. ROBINSON: There is an increase
of #2646 according to the Estimates.
What is the fotal difference?

The Minister for Lands: Two hundred
and (wenty-seven pounds

Mr. ROBINSON: Is that an increase
or a decrease in the incidentals?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Last
year's expendilure on incidentals totalled
£4,227. Apart from similar expendi-
ture, we have to face this year allowances
in the shape of travelling expenses for
exitra inspectors appointed under the
Plant Miseases Act, As han, members are
aware, in conneetion with that measure
a registration fee for orchards was im-
posed, and with the revenue derived six
or eight additional inspectors were paid.
Las* vear's incidenftal expendituve in-
cluded lead office £1,354, pathological
£46, Workers’ Compensation Aect £145,
wheat £173, South-West £222, bonus te
Pilot Miller £10, Berseem clover £179,
sublerranean eclover £87, fruit and bitter
pit £57) and £215 respectively, entom-
ological £20, rabbils approximately £300,
hrands £6. and stock £891; a total of
£4.227. We saved on this item last year,
but we expect to save more this year.

HHem—Wheat and dairy farms, inelnd-
ing wages, £8,254

Mr. O’'LOGHLEN: Do hon. members
seriously think that the maintenance of
lhese experimental farms is any longer
necessary in Western Australia? I am
not dealing with dairy farms now; but
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wheat growing bas developed to such an
cxtent that we might well curlail the ex-
penditure on other experimental farms,
1 admit the Government were reluctantly
compelled to establish a State farm on
the Avondale estate.

RIES That
farm.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: 1 am up against
these commercial farms. About £60,000
was paid for the Avondale estate

Mr. Robinson: Why did the (-mern-
ment sit on it for five years?

My, O'LOGHLEN: Beecause the Gov-
ernment could not sell it.

Robinson : is a ecommercial

Mr. Raohinson: They could sell it.

The CHAIRMAN : Where does the
item ot £60,000. for the Amndale estate
come in% -

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Theve is a wheat
farm on the Avondale estate.

The Minister tor Lands: The Avondale
farm is under the Lands Department. It
is included in trading concerns,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: T am absoiutely of
the opinion that the time has arrived
when several of these farms have achieved
their purpose of demonsirating to the
farmers in certain localities that eertain
types of wheat can be grown there, and
1 do not thipk the farms should he con-

tinned on sueh a large scale. The game
is not worth ilie eandle, on the same
scale.

Item — Potalo  inspection, including
wages, £800.

Mr. E. B, JOHNSTON: What does

the Minister propose Lo do #s regards
admitting potatoes into the distriets east
of the Great Southern railway, where
polatoes are not grown, and, T fear. will
never be grown on aceount of the frosts?

My, B. .J. STUBBS: On this item there
is an increase of £409. That. 1 take it,
s for nspection of imported potatces
dso. T was glad io hear the Minister say
‘o-night that he intends to go into the
natter. The eonsumers of this State
1ave for a considerable time been paying
rery mueh more for their potatoes than
honld be the case.
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The MINISTER FOR 1ANDS: I am
investigating the matter with a view to
determining whelher the restrictions on
the importation and the geneval disiribu-
tion of potatoes can he modified so that
consumers will not eontinne to be penal-
ised, but | shall not rush the matter. As
regards the Great Southern distriets, the
responsible oflicers now admit that the
distribution of polatoes there has heen
unduly reslricted. A week or so ago it
was decided that the dislribution of im-
porled potaloes will be permitied as far
south as Narrogin and the Yillimining-
Kondinin distriet.

My, E, B. Jobnsion: In¢luding Narro-
ging
- The MINISTER FTOR LANDS: Yes.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: In view of
the Alinister’s explanation, which T was
very glad to have, it 13 plain that so large
an amount will not be required for potate
inspection. I move—

That the item be reduced Ly £3500.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: The
hon, member is asking me to prejudge.
and I will not do that. T am investizaling.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: Why the increase?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS : An
amount of £477 was espended in this
connection last year under “Development
of the South-West” In point of faet,
there is a reduection in the total. More-
over, if the iuspection is not needed, in-
speetors will nat be paid.

Amendment put and negatived.

12 o’clock wmidnight.

Itemm — Field inspection, inecluding
wages; port and market inspeetion, in-
cluding wages, £3,768, :

Mr. PIESSE: T would like the
Minister to give us some information
aboul the entomologieal item which ap-
pears here.

The MINISTER FOR LANNS: That
is not included in this item. e have
already passed that item.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: Some considera-
tion should he given to the men who are
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engaged in field inspeetion. It seems
rather hard to insist that a man shall
shift round to different localities. A man
should have defined distriets and an in-
spector shonld have head-quarters where
he would be able to make a permanent
home. When they are removed consider-
able distances this often means a great
hardship to them.

Mr. PIESSE : Although we have
dealt with the enlomologist, I hope the
Minister will reecognise the extremely
valuable services this officer has rendered,

The Minister for Lands:
doubtedly a good officer.

Mr. PTESSE: I hope "the Minister
will show his appreciation of that offi-
eer’s services in a practical manner,

The Minister for Lands: That is for
the Public Service Commissioner to do.

Ttem—Destruction of wild dogs, £10.

Hon. J. MITCHFELL: I notice that
this item has been redueced from £748 to
£10. Will the Minister explain the ob-
ject of this drastic reduction? The roads
board conference recently protested
against the abolition of any vote for the
destruction of this pest. It has been the
custom for the State to give a suhsidy
for the destruetion of the dogs and the
system should be continued,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I ap-
preciate the necessity for coping with the
pest, but, as the mewmnber for Nelson (Mr.
Willmott) has pointed out, the bonuses
paid in the past led to a good deal of
roguery among those supposed to be de-
stroying the dingoes, and in consequence
the Government have decided on a
change of system. Without any desire
to evade our liability we propose to ap-
proach the roads hoards with a view to
inducing them to attend to this work.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You cannot help
{hem finanecially if you have not the vole.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: e
will help them all right if they propound
2 satisfactory scheme.

Vote put and passed.

Vate— A griculturel Bank, £11913:

Ton. J. MITCHELL: T move—

That progress be reported and leacve
asked to sit again,

He is un-
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Motion put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. - . 11
Noes . .. 19
Majority against 8
Arzn,
Mr. Counnolly My, Bmith
Mr. Harrison Mr. Themsen
Mr. Lefroy Mr. Willmoti
Mr. Mitchell Mr. F. Wllsoy,
Mr. Plesse Mr. Gilehrist
Mr. Roblnson (Telier).
Nozs
Mr, Chesson Mr. Munsle
Mr. Colllar Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Cunningham Mr. B. J. Stubds
Mr. Foley Mr. Taylor
Mr, Green Mr. Thomas
3tr. Heitmann Mr. Uoderwond
Mr. Hudson Mr. Walker
Mr. Jshnson Mr. Wansbrough
Mr, .Iehnston Mr, O'Loghlen
Mr. Mullany

{Teller).
Mofion thus negatived, )
Vote put and passed.

This ecompleted the Estimates of the
Agricultural Department.

[The Deputy Speaker resumed the Chair.}
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 1220 am, (Wed-
nesday.)




